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| I DO rot publ, 7 theſe Met D 8 a i 85 
I thought them to excel, or even ſo much as 
equal thoſe, which © have already been pub 55 
bed on the ſame ſubject. On the contrary, I 
always looked upon them in ſuch an inferior light, 
that I could not be prevailed on, (though often- 
aſſured by my Friends, who heard them e the. 
pulpit, that they were well approved of, and 


greatly deſired to be made public) till I had ſhewn 


them to a Reverend Perſon, Who, in the opinion of 5 
judicious men, is a man of great probity, and un- 
diſſembled piety, good ſenſe, and true . and 
on whoſe judgment J entirely relied. 
This worthy perſon, after he bad with great 
attention, heard them read, affirmed, that the mat- 
ter contained in them was good, and if communi- 
cated to the world, might, - through the Divine 
Bleſfing, be not only a means to promote the pre- 
ſent intereſt and trueft happineſs of mankind, but 
alfo their future glory and final felicity. 
Hao far they may anſwer theſe immenſely great 
and invaluable ends, I cannot pretend to ſay; but 
it ſhall be my earneſt requeſt ta the Fountain of 
Life that they may have this good effect on the 
hearts of all that read them, and likewiſe, that 
they may be inſtrumental in eſtabliſhing real good- 
neſs, 5 Y the  ipprarance of : it; and fixing 
A 2 
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in the mind the power of kligeſs,” inflead 90 


| the form thereof or the mere externals of reli gion. 
When the minds of men are thus happily in- 
Fenced, they will not lay Bold of a fee whey 
nations, or reſt Jatisfied with an imaginary ſcheme 


of things, which may ſerve to fill the head, but 


dan never reform the heart.” For true religion ter- 
minates in action, in tranſcribing the great ori- 
gina of Purity, in our lives and converſations. 


And the kingdom of G cotſifts not in the ober- 
vance of external rites, or ſuperficial perfor mances,, 


but in righteouſneſs, and peace, .and joy, in the 


Holy Ghoſt. He that doth theſe things is ſo buſted 
in the ſervice of Chriſt, that be becomes acceptable 
70 God, and preſitable to men. 

Real religion is ſeated in the heart, is ; diſcevered 
55 a regular and circumſpect behaviour, and a 
conſtant conformity to all the precepts of the goſpel; 
This brings men to hearken to the moving voice of 
unſigfiled reaſon, and to 925 the unerring dictates 
- thereof, till, by degrees, are ſo charmed with 

this heaveilly principle, ny 


ſo delighted with the 


Practice of virtue, that they can find no true feli- 


city but in the-diſebarge / theſe immutable. laws 
'of Juſtice and equity, and the uſe of ſuch means as 
adt in conjunclion with our rational faculties, and 
are deſigned to advance us in real piety and good- 


neſs. For bolmeſs ts the beauty of the foul, 4he 


' higheſt prerogative. of reaſonable beings. I in the 
perfection of the Deity, the employment of angels, 
and will be the exerciſe of. glorified ſpirits, during 


the ſeveral ſtages of their eternal exiſtence. 


Unleſs men feel the force , truth in ſubduing the 
ran motions £ the Keul. tive appetizer, and re- 


/ 


me . 
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PREFACE. ——— 
| fraining their vicious affebti2ns, they will never be © 
alete maſter, thoſe unruly*\ paſſions, nor get the 
a vic rory over. their inordinate luſis, which are al- 
ways. ready to diſquiet and enflave them. The | 
neglecting to conquer the evil deſires. of the mind, 
chill Feep the foul in a flate of ſpiritual bondage; 
Mira its endeavours. after true Liberty, and 
inder us from en terin 8 into ne Service which i 16 
perfect freedom. 1 18 8 ere 
Det theſe r be ever to. remove 
"we impediment out-of the way, that may hinder, 
us from diſcharging our Duty faithfully; for then 
we ſhall neither feel much mterruption from with | 
in, nor meet with much oppoſition from without; 
but our ſouls will be animated with courage, and 
Inſpired with activity, | and ave ſhall be able to 
go an in the paths of virtue, with chearfulneſs , and 
delight : by means. of which our ſenſes ill be ex- 
erciſed on the great end and ultimate defi gu 7. all 
our ations, which is the glory of God, an the 
|  bappmeſs of men. : 
MùMiNuoreover, we ſoall be n fo acknowledge, | 

that the original ſource of all things is God: that 
doe owe our very being to his almighty power, and 
our ſubſiſtence to his good providence : that we are 
the "work f big eh and our preſervation muſt 
be aſeribed to his diffuſrve goodneſs, and overflows 
ing beneſcence: that we are frail finful creatures, 
Na Kae is entirely upon bim, for whatſo- 


n ever | 


9 1 would wh ws it chokes: that the paſſions: are 
ſinful in themſelyes, but they become ſo when illegally 
gratified; ſhould ws aim at reducing them to ſuch a ſtate of 
inactivity, as to obſtruct their operating regularly and nn 

for uſed — — de, but abuſcd they muſt not be. 
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Mc PREFACE. 
ever we enjoy in this life, or hope for in the next, 
Therefore univerſal ſubmiſſion and obedience ts due 
fo him as the mexbauſtable ſource and origin of all, 

and we muſt glorify God in our bodies, and in our 


- 


ſpirits, which are bis. . 
' The firm belief of a juſt and wiſe providence, 
. #hat governs the world, joined with a ſuitable be- 
Saviour, cannot fail of influencing our lives in fo 
powerful a manner, as to preſerve a calm and hum- 
ble diſpoſition of ſpirit before God; and make us 
capable of maintaining a ſerene and equal temper 
of mind throughout our deportment towards men. 
This faith will not only make us patiently ſubmit 
to the divine pleaſure, but alſo create joy, when in 
i nd under the ſharpeſt and bittereſt tribulation. _ 
To whomever theſe diſcourſes ſhall be thus bleſe 
fed, they will feel the efficacy of true religion on 
beir hearts, and they will be brought to have ſuch 
a delight in the practice of* holineſs, that their 
' minds will be daily improving in moral endow- 
' ments, and their ſouls will be purified, and gradu- 
| ally prepared go a dwelling among ſaints and an- 
| ; r 


[ gels, in the bright regions of glory, and never- 


'' This, Reader, is the hearty prayer of him, who 
.. earneſtly defires thy deliverance from the flaviſh and 
ruling power of fin, that thou mayeſt be free to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Then 


Hall 


* When I ſpeak of holineſs, I do not mean a bare 
compliance with the external part of religion, but a real 
. conformity to the moral perfections of God, as far as 
creatures are capable of imitating their Creator; for, with- 
out the exerciſe of goodneſs, we ſhall never obtain that ſe- _ 
renity of mind, which pleaſes upon every review and reflec= + 
tion, ah i 


hi - fading pleaſures of eternity. 1 


PREFACE. * 
ſhall we walk conformable to the ini junction: of that 
unchangeable law, which is, in all reſpects, adap- 
ted to the nature of every individual, and fo ſuited 
to the various circumſtances of each, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall perſevere in a diligent performance 1 

its precepts, and ſhall meet with the diuine approba- 
tion here, be inrolled in the book of life, and have 
his name recorded in the annals of Futurity, = 
woe are thus ſucceſsful in our petitions to heaven, 
wee ſhall commence citizens of a kingdom, where 
unmixed pleaſures never ceaſe, and unmingled feli- 
city knows no period; the comfortable aſſurance c 
which, will wander fully ſupport our fainting ſpirits, 
when we are about to leave this gloomy ſeat will 
' greatly revive us at the time we are putting off 
this tenement of clay; for then we ſhall exchange 
this known wall, of fears, Jor the peaceable re- 
gions of joy, Thus happily removed, we ſhall be 
fixed in manſions f everlaſting reſt, here i immor- 
tal ſpirits are clothed with the bright robes of 
ſSpatleſs purity, and encircled with the reſplendent 
rays of eternal glory, through the all-atonun g bload - 
of our crucified Saviour and Redeemer, 
May that incomprehenjible Being, who fills bog 
ven and earth with his preſence, fill our hearts 
with bis love, and cauſe in us an utter abhorrence 
of all fin; work in us an admiration of the ex- 
cellency of bis moral government, and make us fa 
to delight in practiſing the laws thereof, that, in 
conſequence of ſuch a conduct, we may, with the 
divine aſſiſtance, be able to bold up our heads with. 


Jay ; and though, for the preſent, We dre oppreſ= 5 
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PREFACE 


fed with ftraits and darkneſs, yet* let u wait with 
humble patience on him, who ts guod beyand our con- 
yr 00a till aue arrive at the kingdom of Flake, where 
the ſecrets 0 3 ſhall be unfolded to our then 


more enlarge capacities; and the wanders. of re- 


deeming - mercy juſtly diſplayed, in fixing. us in a 
fate of eternal Jeliciqy, . Jeſus MN fo our 
> bod Amen. | 5 


* Divine truth is © mt better e ls it unfolds 
Itſelf in the purity of mens hearts and lives, than i in all thoſe 
| ſubtle niceties in which curious wits have ſet it forth; and, 

therefore, our Saviour was not ſo careful to ſtock the world 
with notions, as to enrich it with true piety, and a God=like 
pattern of purity. His main ſcope was to promote a holy 
Pie, e, as the beſt expedient, and moſt commodious w ay to a 

right belief. He makes all true acquaintance with (jod to 


5 depend upon the doing of God's will; I am man will do his 


will, he ſhall know of the doetrine, « whether it be of. God, or 
4 ſprak of my WW "This matter is well argued by that truly 
learned and pious divine, Mr. J. Smith, See his ſelect Di | 


"courſes, p. 9. "Digs was angry with criticks that were 


more nice of their words, than they were of their actions; 
with muſicians that tune their inſtruments, but could not 
. govern their paſlions ; with aſtrologers that have their eyes in 
the ſky, and look not to their goings; with orators that 
ſtudy to ſpeak well, but not to act well; with covetous 
men who take care to get, but never to uſe their eſtates. 
He lighted a candle at noon, ſaying, I look for a man, 
* that the world was darkened by vice and wick- 
avi, and men were rates by — and „ 
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ER ONTENTMENT, i in every cir- 


5 fobmiſſive to its rules. For it requires, 5 | 
a compoſed temper. of mind, in our , preſent 
condition, but alſo ſuch an happy principle within, 
as will incline the ſoul to bear with patience, | 
and freely ſubmit to whatever may befall us, 
in the courſe of God's providence, - for the future. | 
In affli&ion, or want, in diſtreſs, or perſecution, 


teſt good. In a word, hard as this leſſon is, and 
difficult as it appears to be, yet it muſt be learned 
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cumſtance of life is, Aa hard leſſon, YL 


{£22} 


and a great while in learning, eber I 
we can be perfect in its precepts, or 


under the moſt preſſing evils, as well as the grea- 


before we can have any tolerable comfort in this 
life, or inclination, or leiſure, to prepare for the 


| next 
| 8 a of the ſpotleſs mind, 
Each prayer accepted, and each wiſh "relign'd, 
Deſires compos'd, affections ever even, 
Tears that delight,and ſighs that wait to heaven, 2 


| [ 10 . REY 

next. So long as our affections are e nin and 
our minds reſtleſs and uneaſy, we are unfit to ap- 
/ proach the throne of grace, or to appear in the 
by awful preſence of God, in the calm and peaceful 

regions of glory, where there is nothing to 
Wn riffle or grieve his mind. 

| Let us then remove every obſtruction out 
of the way, that may hinder us from learn- 

| Ing this important leſſon, and ſuffer neither 

murmuring, nor repining to invade our breaſts; 
leſt thoſe bitter enemies of our peace ſhould 
get the advantage of our weakneſs, and in the 
end finally deſtroy us. Would we have our en- 
deavours ſucceſsful, and be able to vanquiſh 

ſuch diſquieting adverſaries,” let us go to the 

merey-ſeat, and earneſtly implore the aids of 

' God's grace, and holy ſpirit, that we may have 
11 ſtrength to ſubdue them, and power to ſilence 

their clamorous importunities. For whenever 

we obtain the divine aſſiſtance, and are com- 

1 | forted with the energy of divine conſolation, 
| 10 we ſhall be ſo intent upon learning this leſſon, 

chat it will inſpire us with courage to keep on 

in it, till our hearts can ſpeak the apoſtle's 

ih language, and we can truly and chearfully ſay, 
Ne have learned in whatfever ſtate we are, to be 
q ih therewith content. For I know, ſays he, how to 
be abaſed, and I know how to abound; every where 


$2 G 


1 it 
1 i and to ve pungry, both to abound ; aud to A 


Soft peace ſhe brings, whereever ſhe arrives, 
She builds our quiet, as ſhe forms our lives, 
Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even, 
And open in each heart a little heaven. 


and in all things I am inſtructed both to be alt 


[nn] 


POL TS, things through Chrift, who 


rengtheneth me: that is, he could not only 


learn that leſſon, but that, or any other, which 


God ſhould require of him, through the efficaci- 


ous affiſtance of Chriſt, by whom alone he had 


been enabled to learn that mentioned in the text, 
in whatſoever ſlate he was, to be therewith content. 


I ſhall now, with the divine aſſiſtance, begin 


to give a more particular account of this leſſon 
of contentment; and for the doing of e I 
| ſhall take the following method. . 


1. I ſhall ſhew what real contentment. is. 2. 
By what means it may be attained. 3. Lay be- 
fore you the happineſs of him that is poſſeſſed 


of it. And laſtly, Make ſuch obſervations on 


ehe advantages which accrue to us by learn=- 
ing this important leſſon, as naturally tend to 
excite and quicken our endeavour after it, and 


encourage us with enn and JAS to 
preſevere in it. | 
1. I propoſe to ſhew what contentment is. 


Contentment is not only an equal temper. af 
mind in our preſent condition, but it is alſo a 
_ ſubmiſſive diſpoſition of foul, and a readineſs 


to bear with patience and humility, reſignation 


and chearfulneſs, whatever ſtate or condition 
God in his providence ſhall place us in for the 
future. A diſpoſition thus reſigned, will free 
the mind of all inward reſentment, and keep it 


from making any diſhonourable and unbecom- 


ing reflections on the Deity. Let then the hum- 


ble man's ſtation in life, be ever ſo diſagreeable, 
or ungrateful, he will vindicate the divine pro- 


ceedings, and never pretend to arraign God's ad- 


mini- 


oc „ RAS. —— — 5 " * * 


| * "EP "= 
miniſtration, who deals moſt juſtly by his crea- 
tures, and always acts wathaut Prejudice, or 
partiality in their favour. : 
He that has ſuch a virtuous turn of 120 
will be content under every diſpenſation of 
providence; will own God's goodneſs, and ac- 
knowledge his juſtice, in adverſity as well as in 
proſperity. Should he be deprived of what 
he wants, and loſe what he has, he will com- 
mit himſelf and his affairs to the will of the 
almighty, whoſe goodneſs / he is aſſured of, 
and whoſe truth and veracity; he does not 
doubt of. Should he ſufler in his perſon, e- 
ſtate, or good name, it is no more than what 
he expects, and therefore patiently bears it, 
aud reſts content with it. Should he be re- 


duced from the higheſt! pitch of affluenee, to 9 
the loweſt ſituation in life, or ſuffer by deſign- 


ing men; who lie in wait to dedeive him, * 
will make no other reflection than this, that 
the © Lord:\gave;"> and that #be Lord hath taken 
away, i bleſſed be the name gf the Lord; or with 
good old Ek, At, 1 160 e Lord, tet bim md what 
Fr bim good. 10 Hb | 
Again, ſhould be! * afflicted * any great 
calamity, and treated with diſdain, he will 
not be diſcompoſed; or meet with contempt, | 
he! will not he provoked. Should enemies in- 
ſult him, and Sends diſdainfully forſake him, or 
pains and diſeaſes violently ſeize him, and inſtead = 
of being comforted and aſſiſted, he thould be up- 
braided and ridiculed, he will not reproach 
the juſtice of Providence, but while oppreſſed 
er this . of ſorrow, and under all dak 
| dark 
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dark and gloomy circumſtances, he will pati- 
ently ſabmit to the divine Reprover, and to the 
diſcipline and correction of his heavenly Father. 
Moreover, if among his adverſaries, there is 
one, who has the greateſt intereſt in his affec- 
tions, and ought to throw a. veil over his in- 
firmities, ſhould prove guilty of the vileſt 
treachery and baſeſt falſhood towards him; all 
other afflictions but this laſt mentioned, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, touch but his body, but 


this wounds his very ſoul: ſtill he can bear 


| himſelf up with ſuch a ſteady and humble 
temper of mind, as not to deviate from the 
laws of reaſon, but will, with the divine help, 
be found in the conſtant practice of his duty, 

and fo reſi gned to the will of God, with hu- 
mility and  eendanics,* as truly to fay with 
Job, Though he flay me, yet will I truſt in him; 

he alſo all be my ſalvation : for a AY PM ſhall 


not come before him, Job xiii. 15, 16. 


There is not any thing ſhall make him caſt | 


off his faith and confidence in God, being well 


aaſſured, that all ſhali be made up to him a- 

gain either here or hereafter. This the royal 

_ Pſalm of has fully aſſured us of, P/a/m the 
xxvii. 15. For I had fainted, ſays he, wnleſs * 


had believed to fee the goodneſs of the Lord, in the 


land of the living. Wait on the Lord, be of god 

courage, and he "ſhall ſtrengthen F Heart. In 
= all afflictions the truly pious ſoul will look up 
to his God, and patiently wait the iſſue of his 
providence, from the conſideration of the ma- 
nifold mercies he has already received, and the 
many evils, which he muſt have ſuffered, if 
the kind Parent of the univerſe, the indulgent 


F athet 


THT 7 
Father of ſpirits, had not interpoſed for bis 
preſervation. Meditations of this ſort will 
greatly revive his dejected mind, and wonder- , 
fully ſupport his ſinking ſpirit; and therefore, 
in the times of the greateſt diſtreſs, he will 
reaſon as Job did, ſhall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and not receive evil ? 
ms word, whatever troubles or afflictions 
befal the good man in this life, ſenſible he is, 
that ſin is the original cauſe of all, and that 
Afflictions ſpring not out of the duſt, but are or- 
dered by the wiſe diſpoſer of all things, to 
cure the wounds that fn has made, and to do 
that work for him, which he could not do of 
himſelf, by reaſon of the weakneſs, and depra- 
vity of his nature. Which things, Joined with 
the many advantages he receives from afflic- 
tions, when they have their proper influence 
upon him: as the mortification of his luſt, the 
reſtraining of his paſſions, which before he 
had indulged, and making them act in due 
ſubordination to his reaſon, alſo the gaining a 
knowledge of himſelf, as far as he is able, and 
getting the victory over his inordinate deſires, 
and ſinful affections, is a much nobler conqueſt 
than was ever gained by the mightieſt monarch, 
or the greateſt hero. For the conqueſt which 
they made was only a temporal one, and the 
advantage they gained, was but ſome little ſpot 
of earth, which they added to that they were be- 
fore poſſeſſed of, or ſome title of honour; both 
which could continue no longer at fartheſt, 
than this frail and periſhable life. But to the pa- 
tient and contented man, afflictions are of infi- 
nitely greater advantage. They take his mind 
off from earthly things, and fix it more ſteadfaſtly 
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throughout the numberleſs ages of eternity 80 
that here is matter of joy and comfort to him, 


but no juſt cauſe either tor diſcontent or impa- 
tience. 


Fig 


on heavenly things; this gives him that ſolid | 


peace, that durable ſatisfaction and comfort, 


which the world, with all its gay and glittering 


pomp, cannot afford him. The regulating his 


paſſions, he eſteems one of the beſt means to 
bring him to an acquaintance with his Maker, and 
the gaining him an inheritance in that kingdom, 


which cannot decay with time, but will endure 


Every truly humble w_ is under the pro- 
tection of God Almi ghty, who will 855 


him fron all evil, and from every thing that may 
be prejudicial to his ſpiritual and eternal good. 

and therefore he looks upon the ſufferings 8 
this preſent life, as not worthy to be com- 
pared with that glory which ſhall be revealed 
in him, and that afflictions are but light things, 


that is, light when compared with that everlaſling 


happineſs they are the means to procure: and | 
though for the preſent, they are grievous, yet 
they are but for a moment, and will work out for 
him an eternal weight of glory: for as eye hath 


not ſeen, nor ear heard, ſo neither has it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive the things which 


God has prepared for th m that love him, 


The man that firmly believes an eternal happy 


ſtate, and that heaven is a ſanctuary of reſt for 


wearied ſouls, the port we are all making to, and 


and the end of all our labours, and the certain 


inheritance of ſuch, as have eſcaped the pollutions _ 
F the world, and by patient continuance in well 


doing, ſeek for glory, honour, immortality, and 


eternal life, will have his bittereſt evils greatly 
Q iweetened, 


| [ 6 1. 
| ſweetened, his moſt anxious thoughts SUP into 
joy and gratefully employed in divine adoration. 
For whoever ſtedfaſtly relies on God's immutable 
promiſes, and conſiders heaven as as aſylum of ab- 
ſolute ſecurity, and as an habitation for the mour- 
ners in Zion, will be ſo tranſported with celeſtial 
bleſſedneſs, that none of the ſeducing ſchemes 
of men, will be able to weaken his faith, or to 
ſhake his holy reſolution. Heaven is the mark 
of every true believer, the ſafe and delightful 
harbour of every pious ſoul, and an UN de- 
liverance from fin, and every other dreadful 
evil. He who is thus ſenſibly touched, with 
the immenſity of the reward, does not ſuffer the 
wiles of 5 750 nor the ſubtle arts of the tempter, 
to draw him off from his allegiance, or to put 
any enmity betwixt him and his God. And not- 
withſtanding the uncertainty of our preſent a- 
bode, and the anxiety we meet with in it, the 
man that poſſeſſes his ſoul in patience, and directs 
his courſe to the heavenly city, is not turned from 
his integrity, by the moſt trying circumſtances 
or ſhocking diſtreſſes of human life, but by car- 
rying his thoughts into futurity, and viewing 
the conſtant eaſe and unalterable reſt of its 
bleſſed inhabitants, treads in the facred ſteps of 
the holy Jeſus, is qualified for that tranſcendent 
happy time, when ſoul and ear ſhall be for ever 
i ee 


Our ſouls which are ſo incumbered with thoſe R flug- 
giſh bodies, that they cannot ſoar aloft, nor exerciſe their | in- 
tellectual operations, will, when freed from thoſe groſs 

vehicles and all our eee and unavoidable infirmities be 
wafted to the heavenly manſion and entered within its ſacred 
walls and be as amazingly agile and ſwift, as the Children of = 
God are in the kingdom of their father, 0 
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united and always act in conjunction with 


each other. The ineffable Joys of the hea- 


venly Canaan and the delights with which it 


_ abounds, are ſo immenſely great in themſelves, 


and ſo exceed our, moſt enlarged conceptions 
that they even diſdrm death of its ſting, and 


make that grim inſatiate tyrant leſs frightful, 


and his awful approaches leſs terrible. So that 
in the dreadful hour of darkneſs, or at the ſoul's 


5 ſeparation from the body, ſuch as are inwardly 


fortiſied with almighty power, and animated 
with their glorious approaching reward, are ſo far 


from eſteeming death an evil, that they count it 


of infinite advantage to them; ſince the ſoul 


only leaves an untenantable tabernacle for a 


while, in order to re-enter it again, when the 
dclayey houſe is repaired and beautified, that the 
whole man may become one ſpiritual and im- 


mortal glorious vehicle. 
A good man has ſuch a ſenſe of the Deity? 8 
kindneſs, and ſuperintendent goodneſs as will 


cauſe him gratefully to acknowledge, that his 
preſervation in this life and in that which is 


to come, is wholly to be aſcribed to the power, 
and benignity of the Almighty. This makes 


him ſecretly admire and adore the divine munifi- 


cence, for the proviſion which God has ſo li- 


berally made for, and ſo generouſly beſtowed 
upon him, that he cannot entertain any hard 


thoughts of providence, nor harbour in his 


V en 


One glance from God, one piercing ray, 
Would kindle darkneſs into day; | 

The veil of night is no diſguiſe, 
No ſcreen from thy all- ſearching eyes; 

Thro' midnight ſhades thou find'ſt thy way, 
As in the blazing. noon of day. 
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breaſt any unworthy or diſhonourable notions of - 


infinite juſtice. The remembrance of God's for- 
mer dealings with him, in delivering him out of 


thoſe numberleſs dangers and evils, which he 


could neither foreſee, nor prevent, will afford his 
mind inexpreſſible ſatisfaction and cauſe him 


to juflify the proceedings of Providence and 


= conduct of that Being, who weighs our 


ſpirits in a balance, and orders all things with 
the moſt conſummate power and wiidom, and 
impartial diſtribution. 


Likewiſe, the many preſent bleſſings that 
he enjoys, joined with the hopes of poſſeſſing 


the glories of futurity, and all thoſe undeſerved 
mercies, and favours, which he could neither 
expect, nor claim any right to, but as the free 


gift of heaven, and the effects of that love, 
which this infinite, and all-wiſe and good Being, 
bears to him and all his creatures, will ſup- 
port him under the ſevereſt trials, and carry 


| him through the heavieſt of all God's diſpen- 


fations, with a degree of chearfulneſs and 
comfort. Theſe things the humble and devout 
mind meditates on, and looks up with joy to 


the tranſcendent majeſty of God; who is a Be- 


ing of infinite goodneſs, as well as power; and 
in whom all perfections ſhine in their brighteſt 


and undiminiſhed luſtre; a Being from whom 


he receives all he has, and all that he can 


have; a Being, which if he is careful to imi- 


tate in all his moral perfections, as far as his 
nature is capable, and copy after the divine 


original according to his meaſure, he is aſſured 
that God will not do any thing, that has a ten- 


a £ 
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dency to make him, or any of his creatures 
miſerable for imperfections unavoidable. 


Let us endeavour to perſevere in well doing, 


and ſee that all our actions are agreeable to, 
and conſiſtent with thoſe unchangeable laws 
of righteouſneſs God has written in our hearts 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has revealed in his* 
word, So that whatever evils, may happen to 


us in this life, if rightly applied, they will be 


a means to forward our preſent peace, and to 


prepare our ſouls for a much better and more 
durable ſtate hereafter. By making proper re- 


fllections on the advantages of afflictions, and 


the benevolent purpoſes of the divine nature, 


and all its awful and adorable excellencies and 
perfections, it will be impoſſible to diſcern, 
that any thing is done, or can be done, by ſo 
lovely a being as God is, who is full of good- 
neſs, and every thing that is amiable. and de- 


lightful, but what tends to perfect our happi- 
neſs; and to ſecure our preſent and future fe- 


licity. For the mercies of God are new every 
morning, and we daily experience his diffuſive 
goodneſs, and the bleſſedneſs of God's indul- 


gent nature. Lord, ſays the pious Plalmiſt, in 

OD VV „ 
*The invariable laws of nature are no where ſo clearly 

expreſſcd and exhibitcd, or the obſervation of them ſo po- 


ſitively enjoined, or commanded, as in the goſpel revelation; 

ſo that intelligent beings cannot plead ignorance of their 
duty, nor offer any arguments, ſufficient for the wilful o- 
miſion of it under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. All the paths 
of piety and virtue are ſo plainly deſcribed and delineated, 


that no man can poſſibly mils his way who ſincerely en- 


| quires after it. For as a judicious divine obſerves, „Though. 


in matters of opinion, men may be innocently miſled and 
deceived, yet there is no article, either of doctrine or du- 
ty, upon which our happineſs neceſſarily depends, wherein 


it is poſſible, for an honeſt and fincere mind to be miſta- 
ken.“ Dr. Scat, vol. II. p. 37. + | 


- 
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an da tenly tranſport of joy; whilſt he ſur- 
veyed the glorious luminaries above, and con- 
templated the ſhining canopy of heaven ; what 
is man that thou art ſo mindful of him, or the ſon 
_ of man that thou ſo regardeſt him; that thou who 
art ſupremely bleſſed, and independently hap- 
py, ſhouldſt fo intereſt thyſelf in human af- 
fairs, that thou ſeemeſt to ſhare in man's ca- 
lamities, and even to ſympathiſe in his griefs? 
A father's gentle care, but faintly ſhadows 
thine ; and all that we can conceive of human 
pity, falls infinitely ſhort of thy divine compaſ- 
ſion. Language is too faint to expreſs thy praiſe, 
no eloquence can reach ſo ſublime and lofty a a 
ſubject, or ſufficiently proclaim thy infinite mu- 
te There is no cruelty 1 in the ſupreme 
Being, and judgment is called his ſtrange 
work, a work which he always enters upon with 
reluctance, and never executes but by conſtraint; 
and therefore, would men, inſtead of depreci- 
ating him, whoſe ſtupendous goodneſs conti- 
nues every creature in being, and whoſe boun- 
teous hands feeds the whole creation, but im- 
partially enquire into, and ftriftly examine 
their own ways, they would ſoon be con- 
vinced, that the miſeries of this preſent life, 
are juſtly inflicted on them for their Iniquities, 
and that God acts the part of an anxious Fa- 
ther, who tenderly regards the welfare of his 
offspring, and would willingly reclaim his re- 
bellious children. Beſides, depraved as our 
reflecting powers are, it is univerſally con- 
feſſed unnatural, and highly criminal in chil-' 
dren, to live in perpetual enmity with their 


parents, 


1 1 
parents, from whoſe tender bowels they ſprung, 
and to whoſe care they owe their preſervations, 
on account of their parental rebukes, and that 
abundant kindneſs, which they have ever ſhew- 
ed to, and always liberally beſtowed on them ; 
but it is infinitely worſe in man, formed in 
the image of God, and an heir of eternal 
| glory, to cenſure the ſevereſt proceedings of 
Providence, or even to complain of the divine 
ſeverity. Becauſe God's corrections are g- 
_ ciouſly exerciſed in love, and affectionately i A 
tended to mortify thoſe vices, which, if ſuf- 
fered to reign in our ſouls, and to depoſe the 
noble powers of reaſon, would eclipſe the 
glory of our heavenly extraction, and deprive 
us of all thoſe lovely graces, which are the 
armour, and ornament, the ſtrength and beau- 
ty of the human mind. Did men but candidly | 
_ conſider the divine diſpenſations, they could ; 
not reaſonably accuſe him of injuſtice, 0 10% T 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, For God uſes the interpoling medium 
of affliction, not purely to diſplay his ſovereign - 
authority, or act the part of an auſtere maſter, 
but to render mens ſouls ſuſceptible of his 
celeſtial grace, and the ſanctifying operations > 
of his divine ſpirit, that the time men have 
loſt in vanity, and in the ſunſhine of profpe- 
| rity, may be regained in the dark and ſhowery ſea- 
ſon of adverſity, and the gloomy hours of grief. 
The chaſtiſements of our heavenly Father 
are wiſely calculated to reſtrain us from the 
commiſſion of vice, and to improve us in the 


exerciſe of virtue, that we may be delighted 
£ E. wich 
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with the beauty of real goodneſs, and charmed 
with the excellency of the Chriſtian morality. 
Afflictions are not intended by God, merely to 


torment and vex us, the divine Being has no 


ends to ſerve, by making his creatures miſera- 
ble. God is infinitely happy in himſelf, and 
our diſquietude will not add to his. bleſſedneſs, 
or make his power and greatneſs ſhine more 


illuſtrious. His glory conſiſts in our felicity, 
and in bringing us to the poſſeſſion of it. Nay, 


wee are aſſured by the word of truth, that God 
has the moſt compaſſionate regard for us, that 


he delights to do us good, and is not willing 
to afflict, or grieve the children of men; but 
corrects us for our profit, that we may be par- 


takers of his holineſs, and in the end acquire 
eternal life and happineſs. Afflictions preſerve 


in our minds ſuch an awful ſenſe of the Divine 
goodneſs, as makes every truly good man re- 


ally ſenſible, that he is but a poor dependant 
being, intirely under the conduct, and wholly 
under the care of an infinitely ſaperior one: 
one that knows his frame, and remembers 
that he is but duſt; and therefore, will not 
forſake the work of his hands, but watch over 


him for good, and will not omit wy means 
that may advance and promote it. 
The truly contented mind is perfectly mail 
fied, that the God of conſolation, has not been 


_ wanting in giving ſufficient proof of his love to 
| mankind, and that he really deſigns to make 


us everlaſtingly happy, in ſending his own Son 
to die for us, and to accept of his death as a 


2 ſaerifice, and an atonement for our paſt tranſ- 


Stelſions: 
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greſſions: S0 that every true believer in Chriſt 


Jeſus, may Jjultly take up the apoſtle's reaſon- 
Ing, and fay, 
| but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not 
with him alfo freely give us all things? That is, 
let us now doubt if we can, of his kind and 
merciful intentions towards us, fince he hath 
not withheld. his own Son, but delivered him 
up to death for our ſakes; a mercy fo great in 
itſelf, and the effects of it ſo boundleſs. and 
8 ſtupendous, that angels cannot comprehend the 


that ſpared not his own Son, 


J 8 
We can have no reaſon to queſtion his good- 


neſs; who has been ſo infinitely gracious as to 
give us hs beloved Son to be a propitiation for 


our Sins, and not for ours only, but for the fins 
of the ' whole world, We cannot reaſonably 


ſuppoſe, that God will deny us any thing, that 
is neceſſary to our true happineſs, nor beſtow 
any thing upon us, but what will incline us to 
ſeek after it, and be a means to prepare our 
fouls for a blefſed immortality, in the bright 
and glorious realms of futurity. And though 
it muſt be owned, that many virtuous heathens 
have endured very great ſufferings with won 
derful fortitude and courage; yet none have 
ever borne them with ſuch patience. and reſigna- 
tion, as the diſciples of the meek and holy Jeſus, 
nor have any, but they, ſuch a real and folid _ 
foundation for comfort and fatisfaftion. For 
they have the moſt convincing light, and the 


clearelt evidence, as well as the greateſt reaſon to 


believe, that the ſame Jeſus who died for their 


ſins, is alſo riſen again for their juſtification, 
= 3» "WM 
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and is now ſeated on the right hand of God's 
glorious Majeſty, making interceſſion for all 
-his faithful ſervants, that where he is, there 
they may be allo. Theſe ſublime contempla- 
tions on the divine benignity, and on our Re- 
deemer's exalted ſtate in glory, will raiſe their 
ſouls above all inferior conſiderations, and poſ- 
ſeſs their minds with ſo deep a ſenſe of God's 
love, that they will not pretend to arraign his 
providence, nor to make the leaſt unbecoming 
reflections on his juſtice, nor on any of his other 
attributes. And although their condition may 
be very perplexing, and their ſtate ſo very ca- 
lamitous, as to make them afraid, and they 
may have ſuch a paſſionate ſenſe of their ſuf- 
ferings, as may cauſe them to break out into 
that moving language, which afflicted | nature 
teaches; yet they will not impeach the equity 
of providence, nor attempt to leſſen his good- 
neſs, who has often turned their greateſt evils 
into good, and made their moſt grievous af- 
flictions a means of conveying to them the beſt 
and choiceſt of bleſſings. LS 
And though the way to endleſs life”; Tt cough , 
-and often beſet with briars and thorns, Chrif- 
tians ſhould take reſolution from God's mer- 
ciful promiſes and put on the ſacred breaſt - 
Plate of righteouſneſs, ſince it is clear to every 
ingenuous and humble mind, that we are 
chaſtened of the Lord, to prevent our con- 
demnation with the world, to make us re- 
joice in his holy name, and triumphant in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Beſides, all outward ſufferings 
_ are but ſhort, and; our ſorrows here will ſoon 


| . | oor end; 


$451. 
end; hey are but the dark viſion of a day 
even when life is prolonged to the utmoſt; 
but if we have not a peaceable conſcience, 
and our ſouls are heavy loaded with guilt, the 
moſt delightful ſpririgs of happineſs will be 
poiſoned, and we by diſregarding the deſigns 
of Providence, and not properly uſing the ad- 
vantages of time, ſhall forfeit the immenſe- 
oy rich and invaluable treaſures of eternity. 
Would we be intereſted in God's ſpecia! care 
and benefited by thoſe aſtoniſhing diſpiays of 
goodneſs, which ſhine ſo viſibly in his works 
of creation and providence, we inſtead of be- 
ing ſo anxious about our ſecular delights, or 


— uncaly about ſuch e ort-lved enjoy- 


» 


| e "op 


N The captivating N of earthly 1 the ' 
ſweetneſs of worldly riches and glory, the dazzling ap- 
pearance of riches and honours, are all the products of the 
earth, formed out of particles of duſt, and will end in the | 
rave. There pride is humbled, the fire of ambition extingui- 
ſhed, and diſcontent for ever ceaſes, The glory of this 
world periſhes as the flower of the graſs, which is the tende- 
reſt among vegetables, and of ſo weak a ſubſtance, that a 
little breath of wind, the hand of an infant, or the teeth of a 
worm can deſtroy it. Nay all the glories of the fleſh, ſuch 
as pomp and magnificence, and vaſt poſſeſſions are but for 
a ſeaſon, and often of ſo ſhort a continuance, that ſometimes 
they expire in the birth, and frequently die whilſt they are 
taſting. In this land of darkneſs, titles of honour and the _ 
majeſty of a court ſeem glorious, and wonderfully at- 
tract the eyes of the vulgar, but in the morning of eternity, 
they looſe their flaming en and their luſtre vani- 
nes for ever. 
How lov'd, how valu'd once, als thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot, 
A heap of duſt, alone remains of thee, 
"Is all thou art, and all the proud ſhall be, 
Pope's Miſcell. vol. i. p. 267. 
An Elogy to the memory of an unfortunate lady. 
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ments, as wither like the flowers of the geld, 
ſhould be more ready to crucify theſe luſts, 
which continually war againſt the ſoul, and 
prepare, for that glorious habitation, where 
mortality is ſwallowed up of life, and death, 
that cruel tyrant, never reigns. The devout con- 
ſtant performance of theſe important duties, and 

chearfully obeying the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, will ſo ſecure to us the divine favour and 
protection, that God whoſe loving-kindneſs is 
better than life, and in whom every real peni- 


tent may find mercy and forgiveneſs, and the 


ſorrowful relief and comfort in their deepeſt 
diſtreſs; and that God will be their God, and 
their rock of delence, and portion for ever. 

This is that which ſilences all their clamours, 
and makes them to have ſuch a profound 


veneration, for the wiſdom of their Creator 


that they will for ever admire it. This will 
cauſe them to adore his goodneſs, and to 
magnify his juſtice, in ſending afflictions to 
correct their miſtakes and daily failings ;. which 
_ Otherwiſe, they might have been too apt to 
paſs by, as not worth regarding. Therefore 
they are not uneaſy at them, nor impatient un- 
der them, however they may thwart their na- 
tural inclinations, or worldly advantages; they - 
will neither murmur, nor complain againſt 
God their maker, but reſt ſatisfied with every 
thing that God does, being well aſſured, that 
whatever is done, by ſo all-wiſe, and good a 
being, as Cod is, muſt be for the beſt. And 
for our farther comfort under the various trou- 
bles, and innumerable calamities we are conti- 
a nually 
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nually KY to, we may learn from God's | 
_ own word, that not any thing can befall us but 
what is from the immediate hand of God, or 
buy his divine permiſſion; and that God will 
not ſend any thing to us, but what tends to 
prevent our miſery in this life, and qualify us 
for glory and happineſs in the next. 
Caonſiderations of this nature, will make every 
good man's behaviour under trouble compoled, 
his countenance ſerene, his mind ſo quiet and 
calm, that he will ſuffer no tumultuous paſ- 
ſions to crowd in upon him, nor any diſorders 
to interrupt the tranquility of .his ſoul; always 
bearing in mind the wiſe ends and deſigns of-- 
Providence, and the kind intentions of his hea- 
venly Father, in ſending of afflictions, which 


are deſigned to wean him from the love f 


this prefent evil world, and to take him off 
from placing his affections on any of its tran- 
ſitory enjoyments. By this means, the mind 


becomes fixed on more noble and laſting ob- 1 


jects, which will cauſe it fully to diſcover the 
emptineſs and inſuffictency of all things here 
below, for affording the ſoul any real ſatiſ- 
faction, and the utter impoſſibility of every 
thing that is of a mortal nature, to ſatisfy the 
large and capacious deſires of that which is 
immortal. No, the whole circle of human 
Pleaſures will not alleviate the troubles of the 
mind, nor give one moment's eaſe to a ſoul in 
 diſtrels,® Nothing but God, and communion 
| with 
a... There i is nothing within the whole compaſs of nature, 
that can fully ſatisfy our craving, deſires, which is a plain 


indication to me, that. the God only who created them, is 
— ſufficient 
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with him, can give the ſoul that ſound peace, 
ſatisfaction, and contentment, which it is in 
the purſuit of. 

The things of the world promiſe As, but 
prove deceitful ; they captivate us firſt with 
their charms, bring us to acquieſce with their 
bewitching infinuations, and cauſe us to yield 
to their unprofitable amuſements. Our ſhame- 
ful compliance with theſe inſatiable diverſions 
and vehement thirſt after thoſe droſſy amuſe- 
ments, makes us ſo eager to purſue them, and 
ſuch wretched ſlaves to acquire them, that at 
length we grow weary of following the painful 
and diſquieting chaſe, and then inſtead of afford- 
ing us any aſſiſtance, they ſwiftly fly away, and 


leave us in the utmoſt perplexity. But God 


will not deceive us, he will abide by us, and 
we may rejoice in his holy comforts. God 
will give us every thing that is good for us, 
and fill the craving deſires of our minds with ſub- 
ſtantial pleaſure and that ſolid ſatisfaction, which 
no ereated being can deprive us of. The mind 
of a truly contented man, has his deſires ſo 
ſuited to his condition, that no future contin- 


ones will make him uneaſy; z for he has a 
| never- 


ſufficient to repleniſh and content them; phy need no ar- 
guments to prove this, every one has experience enough to 
Confirm it; and notwithſtanding our reſearches, after that 
Which is good, for the ſons of men, where is the happy 


F perſen who has not been defeated in his hopes or fruſtrated | 


in his enjoyments : and altho' he has obtained his wiſhes, 
has he yet ſatisfied his defires. For how amiable ſoever, earth- 
Iy good may appear at a diſtance, a cloſer inſpection and 
more intimate knowledge, declare it to be vain and ma A | 
and a very unequal ſupport for the ſoul of man. See Mr. 
| Norris s letters — and divine. 
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never-failing ſpring of comfort, that is pecu- 
liar to the righteous, and a pleaſure which 
none but ſubmiſſive ſouls ever enjoy. And 
though many good men may labour under 
great afflictions, yet this virtuous diſpoſition of 
mind, will wonderfully take off their keen- 
neſs, and greatly abate their ſmart. A good 
chriſtian is ſo far from murmuring or repin- 

ing under his afflictions, that by ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering the uſefulneſs of them, and the ad- 
vantages, that he has gained by them, they 
will enflame his ſoul with devotion, and rails 


in his grateful mind, thankſgiving and praiſe - 


to the father of mercies, for his kind viſitation, 
and cauſe him with the devout Pfalmiſt to 
confeſs, That it was good for him to be affufted, 
for by them he learned God's laws. Wait then my 
| ſoul ſtill upon God, for my expectations are 
only from him, and the Lord will ſuſtain thee, 
he will comfort thee in every ſtage of lite, and 
ſupport thee in the agonizing ſorrows of death. 
Afflictions are of ſo penetrating a nature, that 
they not only alarm our inward man, and a- 
| waken us out of the fatal lethargy of fin, but 
they alſo enter ſo deep into our hearts, and 
leave ſuch holy impreſſions on our minds, as 
bring us to abhor the impure enjoyments of 
ſenſe, and to delight in the ſacred exerciſe of 
virtue, and the exalted ſtrains of rational de- 
votion: For by them our ſouls are purified 
from fin, and by the help of divine efficacious 
grace, and the direction of our never-failing 
friend, we are turned from the perilous paths _ 
- of ee and put into; the way which leads 


to 


"+ „ 


to the realms of light and Leſſednehs, where 


murmuring nor diſcontent -has never entered, 


nor ever will enter, Although the ſou] mourns 
under the noxious evil of fin, and the ſenſe 
of God's heavy diſpleaſure, yet it will rejoice 
under his fatherly care, and paternal correc- 
tion. I will look unto the Lord, ſays the Pro- 
phet, and rejoice, and joy in the Gad of my ſal- 
vation. Doubt not then of God's ps her 
nor deſpair of his infinite mercy, if the Lord 
he our preſerver, he will alſo be our comforter 


WES the day of trial, and when bowed , with the 


weight of our troubles, even then, his rod and 
His ſtaff will ſupport us; therefore let us be 

content to wait as ſtrangers till we come to 
our heavenly home, where we ſhall reſt from 
the labour of ſin and ſorrow, and dwell in the 
boſom of Chriſt for ever. Would we but 


make a proper uſe of our troubles, and not 


offer to expoſtulate with our Maker, but la- 
bour to ſubdue our mutinous powers within, 
and defire no more than what ſatisfies nature, 

there are but few troubles from without, that 
8 would much annoy or terrify us; but that di- 
vine guardian who guided the Iſraelites through 

the“ terrible wilderneſs, will be to us a cloud 

by day, and a pillar of fire by night, will ſtand. 
fo near to us in our diſtreſſes, that when we 
are beſet with dangers, and have experienced 
| the 


* The congregation of Iſrael, ſays the learned + nſworth, 
was ſhut in from four parts of the world, before them 
was the ſea, behind them followed the enemy, on each 
fide were wilderneſſes of kery ſerpents, which did terriblyx 
bite and devour mankind. See his annotations on Exad. 
5 Xl. 10. | 
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| the inſufficiency of human help, we ſhall be 
encouraged to hope in God, and from a ſenſe ' 
of our weakueſs, and of the divine almighty ' 
power and goodneſs, conſtrained to cry out, Help, 
Tord, for vam is the help of man. Our fathers 
truſted in thee, and were not confounded. God's 
truth and goodneſs is unchangeable, he never 
leaves thoſe that do not firſt leave him. Thus 
quietly waiting upon God, and walking in the 
ſacred paths of holineſs, we ſhall taſte the 
| bleſſed fruit of righteouſneſs, and be fo in- 
fluenced by the divine faithfulneſs, that how- 
ever confuſed things may appear now, by rea- 
ſon of the ſhallowneſs of our underſtandings, 


and the narrowneſs of our finite capacities, we 


may be aſſured of the divine equity, and that 
all God's dealings will appear moſt juſt, and 


beautiful in their due ſeaſon, Let us then 


ſtedfaſtly rely upon the divine veracity, and 
not truſt to the ſlippery amuſements of ſenſe, 
but inſtantly abſtract our thoughts and affec- 
tions from the diverſions and burries of the 
world, and fit them for a communication and 
intercourſe with God, and the peaceable ſpirits 
above. For in none but minds thus com- 
poſed and even, do the bright reflections of 
the Deity ſhine as in a calm and ſmooth river. 
This being the moſt deſireable ſtate on earth, 
and the beſt qualification for the kingdom of 
heaven, all poſſible means ſhould be uſed and 
every faculty devoutly employed, to acquire 
and preſerve ſuch a ſerene and ſteady diſpoſi- 
tion of ſoul, as neither the inward commotions 
of tumultuous patſiops, nor any outward vio= 


lent 


F 
| lent aſſaults of fortune, be ever able to diſturb . 
or diſcompoſe. Be our paſſage through life 
ever ſo boiſterous, or our condition ever ſo ſe- 
vere, to a mind, thus truly reſigned to Al- 
mighty God, nothing we meet with in this 
region of forcow, can wholly deſtroy this an- 
gelic temper of ſoul, or be any diminution to 
its real happineſs, or hindrance of its final feli- 
city. For ſuch as are fed with that hidden 
manna, which our divine compaſſionate Saviour, 
has promiſed to all thoſe that overcome the 


' ſnares and temptations of the world, are in- 


per of mind. 


wardly refreſhed with the warm rays of divine 
grace, and ſupported with the ſpiritual aids-of 
divine and heavenly conſolation; and though 
. they ſow in tears, yet they ſhall one day reap in 
joy, and find an eternal reſt and ſafe retreat for 
their ſouls. The cultivating and improving ſuch 
ſublime diſpoſitions, and contemplating on the 
greatneſs of God's mercies, will cauſe us to ad- 
mire the diſplays of divine love, and ſo to con- 
Hide in the divine care, as will not only make us 
fatisfied with our preſent condition, but our 
minds will alſo be poſſeſſed with contentment, 
and enabled to bear with meekneſs, and the. 
chriſtian ſpirit of reſignation, whatſoever adverſe 
Mate God in his unerring wiſdom ſhall be pleaſed 
to aſſign us to, and fix us in for the future. 
II. I am now, in the Second place, to ſhew- 
by what means we may obtain this happy.t tem- 
1. By repentance toward God, which. i is . 
hearty ſorrow for our ſins paſt, joined with 


ſuch reſolutions as will Keep us from returning 
80 


5 ide, " 


to our former iniquities, and a us in the n 
ſtant exerciſe of true goodneſs for the future. 


And by faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 3 


in him for the pardon of our offences, and the 


ſtrengthening us with the aids of his grace, that 


we may be enabled to withſtand the temptations 


of the devil, and to repel whatſoever evils he 
may throw in our way, to prevent our reliance 
on our Maker, and to obſtruct our progreſs in 
all thoſe chriſtian graces and virtues, that tend 
to promote our inward peace and happineſs, 


2. By conſtantly reading the holy Scripture, and 
fervently praying to God, in the name and medi- 


ation of Jeſus Chriſt. The frequent and devout 


* <cciſe of which ſacred duties will be a means 


to remove our intellectual blindneſs, to enlighten” 
the eye of our minds and make us. better ac- 
quainted with God's word: that infallible re- 


giſter of eternal truth and rich treaſure of divine 


conſolation. The true knowledge and practice 
of which, will ſo influence our rational powers, 


that we mall not comply with the treacherous 


enticements, of the world, nor yield to the evil 
ſuggeſtions of our hearts. Theſe pious reſolutions 
will ſubdue unruly paſſions, keep them under 
the goverment of reaſon, and ſo draw our af- 
fections off from ſenſual objects, that we ſhall: 
be brought entirely to confide in God, and to 
commit ourſelyesand all our concerns unto him, as. 
unto a faithful Creator; in whoſe hands we are 
much ſafer than in our own: and therefore let 
us vigilantly guard againſt temptations, and fly 
immediately to the protection of Jeſus, who is 
able to ſave and ſuccour to the utmoſt all that 
come to God by him: 5 
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=. 3. By remembring to frequent the houſe of 
| God, and joining with the aſſemblies of God's 
people, weare influenced by the divine energy 
and warmed with the ſpiritual devotion, There 
wie may preſent our ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer 


' - and praiſes, to the infinite and tranſcendent 
} Majeſty of heaven in ſuch a manner as becomes 
1 poor helpleſs and neceſſitous creatures to their 
= great, and for ever munificent adorable crea- 


tor. By thus qwning our weakneſs, and ac- 
knowledging his power and goodnefs, and our 
dependance on him for the relief of all our wants, 
we through his divine grace, ſhall be able to bear 
with patience and reſignation, and a ready com- 
pliance, whatever afffictive circumſtances God 
ſhall be pleaſed to call us to, or to place us in, 
% EE no DoD 


In the houſe of our God we may offer up our | 
unfeigned praiſes and thankſgivings, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, to the God in whom we live, 
move, and have our begs; and who is the au- 
thor of all the bleſſings we enjoy or hope for, and 
without whoſe upholding power we cannot ſub- 
fiſt one moment. This is the God ta whom we 
e eee e ee me 
The primitive chriſtians did not think it enough to 
read and pray and praiſe God at home, but they made 3 
conſcience of appearing in the public aſſemblies, from 
which nothing but ſickneſs and abſolute a did detain 
them: And if fick, or in priſon, or under þaniſhment, 
nothing troubled them more than that they could not join 
_ their devotions to the common ſervices, If perſecution, at 
any time, forced them to keep a little cloſe, yet no ſooner 
was there the leaſt mitigation, but they preſently returned 
fo their Duty, and publicly met all together. No trivial 
pretences, no light excuſes, were then admitted for any 
ons abſence from the congregation ; but, according to the 
| Wiri of the cauſe, ſevere cenſuxes were paſſed upon them. 
More to the ſame purpoſe in Dr. Cave's Prim, Chriſt. and 
Pr. Derham's Phyſico-Theology, P. 44: 
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may preſent our ſincere praiſes and thank(givings 


for the mercies we have. already received, and 


make our humble acknowledgements. to him, 
for the liberal proviſion he has made for us, and 


his conſtant care and watchful providence. over 
us; but above all for that amazing and unparal- 


lelled regard God has ſhewn for our everlaſting 
felicity, in ſending his beloved Son, to declare 


his willingneſs to receive us into a ſtate of grace 
and favour with him. That God is really deſirous 
of our reconciliation, and of reſtoring us to our 


primitive excellency and perfection, is clear be- 


yond all manner of diſpute, and muſt convince 
us of the divine ſincerity, by his giving us 


powers to diſcharge our duty, and ſufficient grace 


to ſanctify our ſpiritual natures; to perfect the | 
great work of our ſalvation, and the merciful 


| ſcheme of our redemption. 


In that holy place we may hear his word exe 


plained, and the duties of the Chriſtian Life in- 


forced; there we may join with the faithful, 
in commemorating the death and paſſion of our 


dear Redeemer, and the ineſtimable benefits 


that do acerue to us thereby; by ſpiritually 
feeding our fouls with the moſt precious body 
and blopd of our r crucified Lord and faviour® : = 


W all 
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culated for the ſupport of , and therefore they 


ſhould be performed with great aſſiduity; but theſe com- | 


mands are only to Be regarded as inſtrumental, and no o- 


therwiſe available to our happineſs, than as they produce 


righteouſneſs, temperance, and univerſal Charity. This 
diſtinction between religion, and the means of religion, a 


- 0 and eminent 85 has juſtly obſerved, if attended to, 
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all which 8 if performed ſh a deep ſenſe 
of our own vileneſs, and eee and a 
ol ſenſe. of God's goodneſs and free mercy, will 
be accepted by him as a grateful tribute of praiſe, 
and be a means of recommending us to the di- 
vine approbation and aphroving -ourſelyes to the 


divine benignity, 
4. By being frequent i1 in the great as impor= 


tant duty of prayer, 1 mean that prayer which is 


offered up to God in ſecret, where no ear can 


hear us but God's, nor any eye ſee us but that 


piercing eye, which penetrates the heart, per- 


vades the mind, and beholds the moſt ſecret re- 
ceſſes and hidden ſprings thereof. 


The ſoul that is thoroughly ſenſibly of her 
wants, and her utter inability to ſupply them; and 


that all things here below, are of too fluctuating 
a nature, to be depended upon or ever truſted 
to, for ſatisfying the deſires of an immortal 
ſpirit, or affording any happineſs that 1 is pro- 


portionable to it; needs no argument; nor wants 


any motives to perſuade her to apply to God for 5 


help, or petition the Almighty for his heavenly 5 
aſhſtance, Were men really affected with the 
weakneſs of human nature, and a feeling ſenſe 
of their dependance upon God's providence, join- 
ed with a conſciouſneſs of being unable to help 


themſelves without his gracious aid; their own 


preſſing neceſſities are ſufficient. inducements to 
make, them not only mw to the reaſona- 
6 +» bleneſt 


2 


would tack 6 men ho to ** their beſt 8 and 


where to place their hopes and expectations: for if your 
zeal and fervour be ſpent only upon the means of religicn, 
and go no farther, ye are till in your fins, See Biſhop Shy 
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bleneſs of 1 Duty of prayer, but alſo to 
ſee the abſolute neceſſity of it, and be glad of 
every opportunity to perform it, they would 


eſteem it an unſpeakable privilege, that ſuch ſin- 
ful creatures as we are, compounded of duſt and 
aſhes, of fleſh and ſpirit, may at any Time have 

free recourſe to ſo immenſely great, glorious and 


good a being as God; but much more inconcei- 


| veably ſo, Wen chey conſider how tendetly 


they are called upon and lovingly invited to 
come to him, and lay before him all their wants, 
acquaint him with all their ſorrows, and _ 


burden their ſouls before him; that they may 

meet with ſuitable relief and en under che | 

' heavieſt load of afflictions, and even, when 
every thing elſe turns againſt them. 


And that we may the more clearly ſee the 
neceſſity of performing this weighty duty of 


prayer, let us take a veiw of the troubles man 


is fubject to, with the many dangers and mi- 


ſeries to which he is frequently expoſed. 


He is liable to many evils and miſeries, 


which he can neither prevent nor redreſs. He 
is full of wants which he cannot ſupply, and 
compaſſed about with infirmities which he 
can never remove, and obnoxious to dangers 
which he can never ſufficiently provide againſt. 
He is apt to grieve for what he cannot help, 
and eagerly defire what he is never likely to 
obtain. Man walketh in a vam ſbeu, and diſ- 
uieteth himſelf in vain: he is ſurrounded with 
troubles, and in danger of being preſſed down 
with the weight of adverſe occurrences. Man 
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is liable to many miſchiefs, and continually ex- 
poſed to misfortunes. Sometimes we ſhall ſee 
him labouring under ſome heavy calamity, 
ſcarce able to bear up bis ſpirit: at other times 
we may behold him under great uneaſineſs of 
mind, and dejected with a load of ſorrow. 


Friends probably will forſake him, when he 
ſtands. moſt ia need of their aſſiſtance; and 


his enemies are very likely to add to the bur- 


den of his afflictions by triumphing over him; 


or he may be left in ſuch bitterneſs of grief, ; 
that he knows not how to lift up his head, nor 
where to find any reſt or comfort for his ſoul ; g 
and though theſe evils may not happen to 
every one, yet theſe, and many more, we are 
_ continually expoſed to, and can have no ſecu- 
ity againft them but from God. Therefore, 
the only means we poſſibly can uſe, to eſcape | 
thoſe evils, or be ſupported under them, is 
frequent, humble, and earneſt prayer to God, 
with a profound reſignation of ourſelves to him, 
and leaving the event of our petitions to his 


good pleaſure : So that if it ſhould not be his 
will to keep us from the miferies and diſ- 


treſſes, to which we are daily and hourly ex- 
poſed, but God ſhould ſuffer us to fall into 
thoſe many evils and calamities, which we 
have but too juſt reaſon to fear, he would be 
Pleaſed: to ſtrengthen our faith, that we may 


live in an entire dependance upon him, and 


never to truſt to any thing elſe for our preſer- 


vation and protection; but that we may be 
always looking up to God and pouring out 
our ſouls before him, (hat our minds may be 


fortified | 


251 
3 fortified with n grace, and our Hearts pre 
pared for eyery diſpenſation of his providences 
and that we may be poſſeſſed with patience 
and contentment in the dreary and gloomy ſea- 
ſon of adverſity and internal ſorro r. 
I have the longer inſiſted upon this duty of 
prayer as firmly believing, that there is not 
any thing that will contribute more to the in- 
Ward peace and happineſs of the mind, than 
the conſtant and regular performance of it, 
when it is joined with faith, in the power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God. For it will not 
only procure us a degree of grace, proportion- 
able to the weight of our afflictions, Which 
will cauſe us to look up to God with joy, in 
the certain expectation of that eternal life 
which he has promiſed to all thoſe who pati- 
ently wait for it; but it will alſo keep us in 
ſuch an humble frame and temper of mind, as 
will diſpoſe us in all our troubles to fly imme- 
diately, and in earneſt, to God for ſuccour, 
and with ſubmiſſion and reſignation ta wait his 
good pleaſure. 
Likewiſe it will cheriſh and keep alive thoſe 
ſeeds of divine grace which God has planted in 
our fouls, and enable us to maintain that ſpiri- 
tual communion: that is between God and us; 
which will be infinitely more to our advantage 
and ſatisfaction in the cloudy day of diftrefs' 
and ſorrow, than in all the tranſitory and uncer- 
tain enjoyments of this glittering periſhable world. 
Laſtly, I would again recommend to you, 
. the reading: the wy ſcriptures, thoſe ſacred 
C4 records | 
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77 New with a kind of majeſt 
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records of 'the divine wiſdom and goodneſs of 


* 


our Creator; which I look upon as a great 
n IT OY 0-0" 20" OE" 


Nothing can more tenderly or more affectionately diſ- 
the divine compaihon, or more pathetically declare 
God's love to mankind, than the following paſſages of holy 
writ: © O that there were ſuch a heart in men, that they 
would fear me, and Reep all my commandments always, that 


it might 7 well quith them and with their children after them. 
1 


How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim, how ſhall I make thee as. 


Admah ? How ſball I ſet thee as Zeboim ? my haert is turned 
uuithin me, and my repentings are kindled together. O Jeru- 
ſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have gathered thy chil. 


dren together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
— A en 
What majeſty, and yet what ſweetneſs annd condeſcenſiou 


is couched in theſe emphatical expreſſions; But what ob- 


ſtinacy and preverſeneſs prevail among men, who thus un- 


gratefully ſtand out againſt God, when even God himſelf 


addreſſes them from his glorious throne, and entreats rebel- 


lious offenders to accept of mercy, that their manifold of- 


ſences my be pardoned, and their ſouls made eternally 
h 


borate diſcourſes of the moſt admired and celebrated orators. 
How dry and fapleſs are all the volumes of philoſophy, 
when they are compared with this reviving and comforta= - 
ble ſentence, This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 


 cefitation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave fin- 


- 


ner. 5 3 = | | 7 | „ | 5 5 — 
The ſacred books have a ſingular advantage above all o- 
ther writings whatever, whether. we conſider the variety of 


matter contained in them, or the ftile in which they are 
wrote. As for the variety of matter, there are no other 


books which do treat of ſo many different things, or ſo 


powerfully declare the moſt intereſting ſubjects, as theſe 


books of holy fcripture. And the ſtile, for the' moſt part, is 


with that gravity and authority as becomes; this divine ora- 


cle, not inſinuating its precepts by rhetorical acts, but en- 
| y and ſevere: command. 
et we have ſome deſcriptions made with that livelineſs of 


repreſentation, and beauty of expreſſion, which as far ex- 
N th We * 3 


e holy ſcriptures contain ſuch unparalleled and. 
matchleſs ſtrains of rhetoric, ] as infinitely exceed all the ela- 


5 


"Tx 


means for attaining this happy temper of mind, 
when earneſt prayer 18 made to God, that he 
would be pleaſed to accompany the reading of 
them with his holy ſpirit; that their words 
may be engraven on our hearts, and their pre- 
cepts may have their due force and proper 
influence on our minds; that we may be found 
in the conſtant practice of all thoſe duties which 
they have enjoined, as the means neceſſary to. 


ceeds the language of our modern writers, as they do thoſe 
of former ages. In theſe ſacred oracles we may ſee much 
of God and of ourſelves: Strong lineaments of his infinite 
majeſty and adorable perfections, and of the weakneſs and 
degeneracy of human nature. We may obſerve his eternal 


- Power and Godhead in the hiſtory of the creation; and o- 


thers, throughout the ſeveral ages of the world, in the 
grand ſyſtem of providence. Bp. Killing fleet's Origine Sa- 
cræ, Blacłwall's Sacred Claſſics, Boyles Confiderations 
touching the Stile of Holy Scripture, Guy/e's ſtanding Uſe 
of the Scriptures, and particularly Bp. Gaftrill's Inſtitutes, 


where we may ſee the native elegancy and excellency of | 


the ſcriptures, and all the duties and doQtrines of religion, 
in their genuine purity and Simplicity, by having them 
drawn up in the very words of ſcripture, and keeping cloſe 
to the language of that divine bon. 
T bis method is fo rational and admirable in itſelf, ſo free. 
from every juſt exception, that it leaves no room for miſ- 


repreſentation, but muſt fully convince and ſatisfy every | 


| ſober and unprejudiced mind, that, We cannot ſpeak of 
the things of God, better than in the words of God.” Chilling- 
Re ES re ro i an 


My deſign in making theſe obſervations on the ſcriptures . 
was, to perſuade men to read them oftner, to get a better 
acquaintance with them, eſpecially with thoſe texts, and the 
ſeveral parts of theſe divine records, as do more immediately 
tend to mens edification, and to build them up in their 
moſt holy faith, as being one of the likelieſt methods to in- 
| fluence our lives, to make us good and profitable members 
ol ſociety on earth, and prepare and qualify us for an aſſo- 

_ ciation with the bleſſed ſpirits in heaven. — 


* 
a 


” 


dur bappineſt here in this world; and to fit us. 
for the everlaſting enjoyment of God himſelf 
in. the next. And that they may be effectual 


to thoſe. heavenly purpoſes; we muſt always. 


make them the rule of our faith and manners, 


and aſſiduouſſy apply ourſelves to God for the 


aids of his grace, to confirm us more fted- 


faſtly in the belief of thoſe great and precious 


promiſes that are contained in them, and made 


to all ſuch, as obey their divine ee and 


heavenly inſtructions. 
80 that whenever we have recourſe to the 


ſacred pages, it ſhould be for words of com- 


fort to our ſouls, and directions how to behave” 


with patience, and contentment under. all the 
troubles: and various evils that may befall-us in 
this uncertain life: if we do fo, then we may be 
truly ſaid to uſe them for the purpoſe for which 
they were originally given us of God, and that 


this word will be a light unto our feet, and a lamp 


unto our paths: it will both direct and comfort 


us through this vale of miſery, by giving us 


proper directions how we may, in a great mea- 


ſure, eſcape the evils in it; and afford us com- 


fort, by aſſuring us, that God will ſupport us 
5 the greateſt hardſhips and miſeries that 


may befal us in our paſſage though this dan- 
gerous, gloomy. ſtate, to the haven of reſt and 


happineſs. 
Were the duties; which I have mentioned” 


under this ſecond head, ſincerely and conſtant- 


ly practiſed, they would not only bring us to- 
an acquaintance with ourſelves, and to an im- 
_ 
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; partial examination of our own ways, by which 
means we ſhould not only learn that ſin is the 
true cauſe of all our miſery, but we ſhould 
alſo diſcern the juſtice and equity of God's pro- 
ceedings with the ſons of men; and no longer 
complain of providence, for puniſhing us for 


our iniquities, far leſs than we deſerve; or re- 


vile his adminiſtration in the government of the 
world, for withholding thoſe things from us, that. 
he knows would be moſt hurtful to us. We 


ſhould admire his patience in bearing with us, 


after ſo many repeated and long provocations, 
when we are ſo worthy of puniſhment. We 
' ſhould adore and reverence him, for beſtowing 
| thoſe good things on ſuch rebellious creatures. 
as we are, who are utturly undeſerving of them. 

Whatſoever puniſhment God Almighty may 
inflict on any of his Creatures, it is not always. 
to be looked upon as the effects of his anger, but 
much rather of his love; and that tender com- 
paſſion: which he bears to all the children of 
men, more eſpecially to thoſe that are in cove- 
_ "nant with him; that is, thoſe that live under 

his immediate care and protection, are become 
the objects of his love, and made heirs of the 
grace of life which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe 


are they to whom God has promiſed that ail 


things ſhall work together for good ; and that he 
1 never leave them, nor forſake them. Aad 
though their afflictions were grievous, yet the de- 
ſign that God had in chaſtiſing them, was to 
— 4 their unruly paſſions, . they might ſee 
the great evil of ſin, diſcover the dangerous 
Nen of vice, and be a means of preſerving 
them 
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them from a much more vreadful and horrible 
puniſhment hereafter. 
Such an idea of providence as this, and cons 
forming our lives to the rules of the Goſpel; 
with a full truſt and dependance on God, and 


a firm belief in him, as a ſovereigii Lord of 


the world, and ſupreme Diſpofer of all events; 
and that his tender mercy is over all his works, 
with a well grounded faith in his promiſes, 
will mike us content in afly ſtate, ſubmiſſive 
in every change, and obedient to all his com- 
mands. Having now ſhewn what the means 
are by which we may obtain this contented 
neſs of mind, I am led in the third place, to 
ſpeak of the happineſs that will naturally fol- 
low all ſuch perſons as are endued with it. 5 
III. God, who is the living fountain of all 
perfections, and eternally bleſſed in the con- 
templation of his own divine excellencies, has 
implanted in men ſuch ſtrong inclinations 
to happineſs, that all who partake of the 
human nature, from the greateſt prince to the 
meaneſt ſlave, from the moſt knowing philoſo- 
Pher, to him who is the moſt void of underſtand- 
ing; every one has a thirſt for felicity, and ve- 
hemently deſires to come to a participation of 
it. This is the language of nature, and the 
voice of every individual; Lord who will ſhew us' 
any good? Lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. Happineſs is the enquiry af all intelli- 
gent beings, and they have ſuch a living ſenſe 
of the want thereof, as puts them upon form- 
ing various ſchemes of 1 for the ob- 
taining and preſerving i Bat men, who. 
are 


[45] 


are 15 efficaciouſſy charmed with corporeal deli - hoy 
and live under the inſtability of reſtleſs deſires, 


have their underſtandings ſo clouded by diſo- 
bedient paſſions, and are ſo tranſported with in- 
ordinate luſts, that they often purſue the ſhadow, 
or appearance of felicity, | with more ardour 


then they do that which is real and ſubſtantial. 


They, by degrees, alter the temper. of their 
| fouls, and do fo abandon rational delights, for 


the falſe pleaſures of ſenſuallity, that their af- 
fections are wholly taken up with terrene ob- 


jects, and their underſtandings employed in 
gratifying the lower appetites: by which means 


earthly ſatisfactions prevail over ſpiritual and 
immortal joy; So that they are not likely ta 


acquire true bleſſedneſs, nor eyer come to the 


enjoyment of it; The rich grace and excellent 


promiſes, the moſt compaſſionate ſolicitations, 
and melting entreaties, are not ſufficient to. fof- 


ten their impenetrable hearts; and notwith= |} 
ſtanding. there is a native Majeſty 1 in virtue, and, 
it ſhines with fo beautiful a luſtre that it enno- 
bles and exalts the ſoul, yet one preſent vanity, 
in the judgment of ſenſual men, will outweigh. 
all the glories of futurity; and fo biaſſed are 755 
carnal minds, that the heavenly reward of a 
bleſſed immortality, altho? it is offered upon the 


moſt” rational terms, will not prevail with them 


to ſeek after it, or to exchange their ſenſual] 


: Ber feng for thoſe that are ſublime and heaven 
. Earthly minds have no taſte for ſpiritual 
engl 4 palates are ſo vitiated with Iuſcious 
vanities, that they even deſpiſe the moſt whol- 
ſome food, and _contemptuouſly reject 1 the bread 


of ang -” | Men 


From him alone 1 my Joys ſhall riſe, 
And 1 in eternal rounds, 
Bey ond the limits of the ikies, 
' Apd all created boundg, 
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may be covered over with aſhes, but upon the 


tal 


- Men who are thus ſtrangely infatuated, and 
thus ſcornfully treat divine mercies, are ſo de- 
ceived by the fire of warm imaginations, that 
they become intire flaves' to their paſſions, and 
are ſo bound with the chains of iniquity, that 
although ſome of thoſe chains are more glit- 
tering, yet they are not leſs weighty ; but all 


ſuch as are thus loaded with the galling fetters 


of ſin, deprive themſelves of true liberty, and 
cannot enjoy perfect freedom. Therefore all en- 
deavours ſhould be uſed, and every poſſible me- 
thod tried to deliver ourſelves from thoſe fear- 


Ful evils, and to recover the right uſe of our rea- 
=> that the time we have loft upon vanity, 


be redeemed by doubling our diligence, 


an ardently labouring to regain God's image, and 


Have our hearts affected with divine and heavenly 


objects. For ſpiritual objects, when they are 


duly entertained, have ſuch a renewing and 


transforming power in them, that the hea- 
ven we devoutly contemplate, and the glo- 


ry we ſpiritually think of, will create in our 

minds pure deſices, and infuſe ſuch refined | Joys 

into our fouls, as none but God can give, nor 
any other being beſides him remove; Let not 


men therefore perſuade themſelves, that their 


minds are ſpiritual, on their having ſome tran- 
Gent thoughts about religion, which quickly 
paſs away, and leave no divine tract behind 

them; whefeas the mind of a chriſtian, ſhould 
be a temple for the Holy Spirit, where holy 
thoughts ſhould dwell, and pure defires be kept 
vp, ike the fire on the altar which ſometimes 


_ feaſt. 


a}. ” 
leaſt ſürring will plow again; 80 that wheneves ” 


we poſſeſs this divine inhabitant, and are ani» 
mated by this efficacious guide, we ſhall preſerve | 
ſuch a Holy ſerenity within, and ſuch a ſweet 
compoſure of mind, as infinitely exceeds what- 
ever this temporal life affords, or the richeſt 
treaſures of the earth produce. The moſt ſedu- 
eing pleaſures of this world, under which ſecu- 
lar greatneſs and earthly poſſeſſions are com- 
prehended, are ſo wonderfully mutable in 
| Their natures, fo diſproportionable to the defires 
of the mind, and fo confined to the greedy 
| ſenſes, of which. the beaſts are more ſuſceptible 
than man, that they cannot ſatisfy, that divine 
intelle& which is in us, nor content the heaven» 
ly aſpiring ſoul: All this mighty maze of things, 
or whatever this tempting world can offer, how-w - 


ever beautifully varniſhed over, or magnificent- 


ly repreſented; amuſe us only with deceitful 
gaudy appearances, but can never make our 
ſouls happy; they are too ſhort in their dura- 
tion, and often do ſo wound our conſciences, 
that they will never ſatisfy our affections, nor 
free our minds from the melancholy ideas of 
miſery and forrow. _ 

No, happineſs is not to be found 7 in any 
other path than that of meekneſs, humility, 
and elf denial; there we may be ſure to meet 
with it, if we walk in it to the end, in right- 

eouſneſs and true holineſs, and in a ſincere 
practice of virtue and real religion. For the 
haughty and imperious man cannot attain it, 
the avaricious mind 1s utterly unacquainted 
With it; it ; and thoſe chat abound in . and 


gan 
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can 1 all the pleaſures. = enjoy 
* mentsfof this world, are often greater ſtran- 
gers to it than the meaneſt peaſant; Nay, for 
_ the moſt part, there is more true happineſs 
lodged in the breaſt of a mean ſhepperd, than 
is to be found in him that wields the ſceptre. 
a votuptuous epicure makes bis happi- 
neſs to conſiſt in the gratifying his luſt, and 
indulging his un governable paſſions, and in plea- 
bing his ſenſual appetites; but this is the hap- 
pine of. a beaſt, and not of a rational and 
intelligent being; for he that has nothing elſe 
to glory in, but the gratification of his finful 
 Jufts and paſſions, puts himſelf upon a level 
with the brute creation. In a word, what- 
ſoever pleaſures, or enjoyments, the ſenſualiſt 
may boaſt of, they are no other than what are 
common to the brute, and ſo long as he re- 
— tains fo. great an affection for ſenſuality, he 
1 mult for ever remain a ſtranger to true felicity, 
But we will fuppoſe him in the poſſeſſion of 
all the enjoyments that this world affords, and 
that he had even acquired his utmoſt wiſhes; 
they are at beſt but a round of inſipid pleaſures, | 
or 2 dull repetition of the ſame thing over again. 
And if the wiſe man may be credited, who had as 
great a ſhare of them, as any of the ſons of men, 
and was converſant with every ſcene of life, and 
5 filled the higheſt Station i in it; he from experi- 
ence of their fallacy and dazling glare of earthly 
greatneſs, pronounces them all but vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit, which feed the imagination 
with falſe hopes, and the deſires with fruitleſs 
expectations, which 90 often make the head 
giddy” and gall the human heart. | And | 


Men are continually enquiring after happineſs, and big 
with the expectations of finding it; but they are as unhap- 


* as ever, and the reaſon of their being. diſappointed 1 is 
becauſe 
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And impoſſible it is, that any ſenfual plea- 
ſures ſhould be otherwiſe: For being mingled 
with ſo many bitter ingredients, they. will cauſe 
a great deal of trouble and ſorrow; but will 
never procure us that ſound peace, or durable ſa- 
tisfaction which we are in the purſuit of. And 
what is much worſe, too great a familiarity 
with them, will keep us from gaining an ac- 
quaintance with thole more ſublime and ſpiri- 
tual delights, which are the only pleaſures of 
the mind, and the glory of a reaſonable crea- 
ture, and by which he is diſtinguiſhed from 
the beaſts that periſh. Seeing theſe things are 
EE ,, 


| becauſe men ſeek for happineſs where it cannot be found. 
What is there on earth, that can long ſatisfy a man of un- 
derſtanding? His ſoul is too large for the preſent” world. 
He wants more room. e J oo. 
He has already travelled thro' all which is called plea- 
ſure: Diverſions and entertainments of every kind. But a- 
mong thoſe he can find no enjoyment of any depth; they 


are empty, ſhallow, ſuperficial things: They pleaſed for : 


a while, but the gloſs is gone, and now they are dull and 
taſteleſs. And what has he next! Only the ſame thing - 
over again, For this world affords nothing new, It can 

ſupply him with no change. Go, ſeed again, but it is ſill 
upon the ſame diſh. e es 
The ſounder the judgment, the ſtronger i 5 

you have, the ſooner you are ſatiated with the world: And 
the more deeply convinced, all that cometh is vanity, fool- 
iſh, inſipid and nauſeous. You ſee the foibles of men in 


a much clearer light, and have the keener ſenſe of the empti- yh 


neſs of life, Here. you are a poor unſatisfied inhabitant of 

an unquiet world; turning your weary eyes on this ſide, and 
on that ſide, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. You ſeem to be 
out of place. Neither the perſons, nor the things that ſurround. 
you, are ſuch as you want. You have a confuſed idea of 
ſomething better than all this: but you know not where to find 
it. Vou are always graſping for ſomething which you cannot 
attain, no, although you were to go round the globe, or tra 
vel to the uttermoſt parts of the earth. >; 


t. 0 1 
en command all the pleaſures * enjoy 
mentsfof this world, are often greater ſtran- 
gers to it than the meaneſt peaſant; Nay, for 
the moſt part, there is more true happineſs 
lodged” in the breaſt of a mean ſhepperd, than 
. 1s to be found in him that wields the ſceptre, 

The voluptuous epicure makes bis happi- 
neſs to conſiſt in the gratifying his luſt, and 
indulging his un governable paſſions, and in plea- 
ling his ſenſual appetites; but this is. the hap- 
ineſs of a beaſt, and not of a rational and 


* intelligent being; for he that has nothing elſe 


to glory in, but the gratification. of his ſinful 
lufts and paſſions, puts himſelf upon a level 
with the brute creation. In a word, what- 
ſoever pleaſures, or enjoyments, the fenſualiſt 
may boaſt of, they are no other than what are 
common to the brute, and ſo long as he re- 
tains fo. great an affection for ſenſuality, he 
mut for ever remain a ſtranger to true felicity. 
5 vb: we will ſuppoſe him in the poſſeſſion of 
all if the _enjoyments that this world affords, and 
that he had even acquired. his utmoſt wiſhes ; 
they are at beſt but a round of infipid pleaſures, 
or a dull repetition of the ſame thing over again. 
And if the wiſe man may be credited, who had as 
great a ſhare of them, as any of the ſons of men, 
and was converſant with every icene of life, and 
| filled. the higheſt Station in it; he from experi- 
_ ence of thelr fallacy and dazling glare of earthly 
| greatneſs, proncunces them all but vanity and 
- vexation of ſpirit, which feed the imagination 
with falſe hopes, and the deſires with fruitleſs 
ex etations, which too often make the head 


1 Mm g1d dy a nd galt the dünn heart. el And 


Men are continually enquiring after bappineſs, and big | 


3 with the expectations of finding it; but they are as unhap- 


3 Py 25 ever, and the reaion of their being W 18, 
1 Ee | becauſe 
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And impoſſible it is, that any ſenfual plea- 
ſures ſhould be otherwiſe: For being mingled 

with ſo many bitter ingredients, they will cauſe 
a great deal of trouble and ſorrow; but will 
never procure us that ſound peace, or durable ſa- 

tisfaction which we are in the purſuit of. And 
what is much worſe, too great a familiarity 
with them, will keep us from gaining an ac- 
quaintanee with thole more ſublime and ſpiri- 

| tual delights, which are the only pleaſures of 
the mind, and the glory of a reaſonable crea- 
ture, and by which he is diſtinguiſhed from 
the beaſts that periſh, Seeing theſe things are 
e ag Tl D pe 


becauſe men ſeek for happineſs where it cannot be found. 
What is there on earth, that can long ſatisfy a man of un- 
derſtanding? His foul is too large for the preſent world. 
We bd ft, FL ao ETC vie i 0 Te 
He has already travelled thro' all which is called plea- 
ſure: Diverſions and entertainments of every kind, But a- 
mong thoſe he can find no enjoyment of any depth; they 
are empty, ſhallow, ſuperficial things: They pleaſed for 
a while, but the gloſs is gone, and now they are dull and 
taſteleſs. And what has he next! Only the ſame thing 
over again, For this world affords nothing new. It can 
ſupply him with no change.. Go, feed again, but it is ſtill 
upon the ſame diſh. , i edge ty va ET 
| The ſounder the judgment, the ſtronger N Fog. 
you have, the ſooner you are ſatiated with the world: And 
the more deeply convinced, all that cometh is vanity, fool- 
iſh, inſipid and nauſeous. You ſee the foibles of men in 
a much clearer light, and have the keener ſenſe of the empti- 
neſs of life, Here you are a poor unſatisfied inhabitant of 
an unquiet world; turning your weary eyes on this ſide, and 
on that ſide, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. You ſeem to be 
out ot place. Neither the perſons,nor the things that ſurround. 
yu, are ſuch as you want. You have a confuſed idea of 
{ſomething better than all this: but you know not where to find 
it, You are always graſping for ſomething which you cannot 
attain, no, although you were to go round the globe, or tra 
vel to the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 


on [ 50 ] 
ſo, ind that happineſs is not to be found in 
any finful courſe; and that all ſuch, as are plea- 
ding for the cauſe of ſenſuality, are at the grea- 
teſt diftance from true felicity, and never likely 
to come to the enjoyment of it. 

There are none but humble and contented 

minds, that know what happineſs is, or ever 
feel the pleaſures of it; that is, none but ſuch 
as have given up themſelves to God, are obe- 
dient to his laws, and are directed by his wiſ- 
dom; and reſolved by the divine aſſiſtance of 
- his all powerful grace, to be governed by him, 
and wholly to depend upon God for whatever 
they want, or ſtand in need of. Patiently to 
endure, and contentedly to acquieſce in, what- 
ſoever Providence ſhall inflict, or however Gol 
may diſpoſe of them, for the future. Minds 
thus truly reſigned to God, are not only free 
from all diſtracting thoughts which ſtretch, and 
rack, the reſtleſs minds of men; and from all 
imaginary evils, which are very often as bad, if 
not worſe, than real ones; and from moſt of the 
troubles and anxieties of life, which perplex un- 
eaſy and diſcontented ſpirits ; but there naturally 
2 ſerenity of mind, with inward peace, ſa- 
tisfaction, and happineſs; together with ſecret 
pleaſure and delight ſpringing up in their minds, 
Which they prefer before all external ene y ment, 
though ever 10 gilded over. 

This is the happineſs that follows contentment, 
and a greater none can be poſſeſſed of, while 
they continue on this ſide the grave. For what 
greater happineſs can we deſire to have whilft 
we abide in this mortal ſlate, a ſtate which is 
ſubject 1 to many changes, and liable to various 
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5 Anlrations, than to have a mind equal to every | 


condition: in proſperity not to ſoar too higa ; 
in adverſity not to ſink too low; not to be ex- 
alted with a large fortune, nor depreſſed with 


à narrow one; but always to live as thoſe who 
depend entirely upon God, who is the fountain 
and ſpring of happineſs, and from whom. we 
derive whatever portion we agoy of true — 


licity. 

Phe happineſs which we receive flom God, 
nas ſuch a divine power and energy attending 
it, that it will, in a great meaſure, clear the 

mind of all thoſe diſorderly agitations of the 


paſſions, which interrupt its tranquility, and 


diſturb that repoſe and confidence it places in 


God, and that firm reliance on him; for what 
ſoever bleſſings we enjoy. It will likewiſe take 
us off, from that anxiouſneſs after what we 


have not, and probably what we ate never 
likely to have, and bring us to the comfortable 
and durable enjoyment of ſuch things as we are 
in the poſſeſſion of 

This happineſs has ſuch a tranſcendent great- 


neſs i in it, that it will raiſe our ſouls above the 


fading and fleeting enjoyments of this change- 
able world, and bring us ſrom earth to heaven; 
0A dt attendance upon God, who is a 

perpetual ſource of happineſs; and to the con- 


templation of ſuch bright and glorious objects 
as we ſhall be happy in the enjoyment of, to 
all eternity. This joy and happineſs is ſo in- 


comparably great and excellent, that it is not 


to be found among any of the creatures, but 

only in God the Creator, who is God over all, 

ble ed for evermore. And he is the Author : E: 
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all that happineſs created | beings enjoy: an 
the manner in which it is received by them is 
by communication from him; and though it is 
conveyed ſecretly into their ſouls, yet it ſprings 
from an inexhauſtible fountain, that will be in 


them @ well of water bringing up unto eternal 
"3 


This, happinels ; is quite different fa that of 
8 the world, which 1s ſhort and tranſitory, un- 
certain and. precarious, groſs: and unſatisfactory; 
a circle of giddy fluctuating tranſports, of mean 
contemptible things, when compared with that 
eternal peace, and comfort, which comes from 
God, who is the ſource of happineſs, the cen- 
ter o reſt, and the ſtay and ſupport of the 
whole creation. For the happineſs, which we 
receive from God, is permanent and laſting, 
and will remain with us, when we ſtand moſt 
in need of it; when lying on the bed of ſick- 
neſs, it will revive, and cheer our languiſhing 
ſpirits, it will abide by us, when on the verge 
of life, and ſupport and comfort us, when in 
and under the bitter agonies of death. It will 
accompany our naked ſpirits into the other 
world, into new and ſurprizing realms of light 
and. bleſſedneſs, and continue with us, when 
our ſouls ſhall ſtand before the throne of God, 
waiting fex the perfecting our happinets, and 
conſummating our joy, in the reviving preſence 
of the ever glorious God, and with the bleſſed 
Jeſus, who is the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant, and with the auguſt aſſembly of angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. | 
This is that joy and happineſs, which is the | 
| bleſſed effect of contentment, or that celeſtial 
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[55]. 
' diſpoſition of wol which none can enjoy, but 
ſuch as wholly place their confidence in God, 
and are ſatisfied with that proviſion made for 
them, by the kind hand of providence; and though 
ſometimes it may be very ſparing and fmall, 
yet ſuch ſecretly feel thoſe divine comforts. with- 
in, which are of infinite more value to them, 
than any outward circumſtances can poſſibly 
make them, were they ever ſo proſperous and 
flouriſhing. 
| Perſons who are thus ara with theſe ſub- 
lime principles, and the inward conſolation of 
the ſpirit of peace, feel the ſecret and ineffable 
Joys 10 the Holy Spirit, by which they are made 
truly ſenſible, That the ways of God, are ways of 
 pleaſantneſs, and that all his paths are peace. And 
though they were ſtripped of all external enjoy- 
ments, or deprived of all outward felicity, yet, 


notwithſtanding the grievouſneſs of their cala 


mitous circumſtances, they poſſeſs all things, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1. e. they are poſſeſſed of the 


true and ſubſtantial riches: the riches of the 


mind, and their ſouls are cloathed with all the 
beautiful graces, and charming virtues of the 
. Chriſtian life, 1. e. innocency and integrity, real 
goodneſs and undifſembled piety, with a hope 
full of a bleſſed and glorious immortality. And till 


men become thus inwardly affected with the 


ways of God, and to make his ſervice their chief 
delight and pleaſure, they may talk of plea- 
fures and enjoyments, ſays an eminent prelate, 
but no man ever truly found them, till he be- 
came acquainted with God, and was made a 
partakeFof his ſpiritual favour, and lived in an 
| N friendſhip and communion with him. 
D 3 pious 


1541 | 
pious author, ſpeaking of the bleſſedneſs of yolk 
ſouls, who maintain communion with God, by 
contemplations on the divine preſence, and the 
ſacred exerciſe of real religion and virtue. How 
happy, ſays he, is an intellegent being, who by 
prayer and meditation, by virtue and good 
works, opens this communication between God 
and his own ſoul; though the whole creation 
frowns upon him, aud all nature looks black 
about him, he has his light and ſupport within 
him, that are able to chear his mind, and bear 
him up in the midſt of all thoſe horrors which 
encompaſs him. He knows that his helper is 
at hand, and is always nearer to him than any 
one elſe can be, which is capable of terrifying 
and annoying him. In the midſt of calumny 
or contempt, he attends to that being, who whiſ- 
E. better things within his ſoul, and whom 
he looks upon as his defender, and his glory, 
and the lifter up of his head. 

"Im his deepeſt ſolitude and retirement, he 
noir that he is in company with the greateſt 
and beſt of beings, and perceives within him 
ſelf, ſuch real ſenſations of his preſence, as are 


more delightful to him, that any thing that 


can be met with, in the copverſation or com- 
munication with his creatures. Even in the 


hour of death, he conſiders the pains of his 


diſſolution to be nothing elſe, but the break - 
ing down of that partition which ſtands betwixt 
his ſoul, and the light of that being, who is 
always preſent with him, and about to manifeſt 
itſelf to him, in fulneſs of joy. 0 

If we would be thus happy, and thus ſen- 
{fable of our Maker 8 prolentee” from | the ſecret. 


 eliecly | 


[5} 
effects of his mercy and goodneſs, we muſt | 
- ſuppreſs the firſt motions of ſin, and keep ſuch 
a watch over: all our words and actions, that 
in the ſacred language of ſcripture, his foul may 
have pleaſure in us, and his holy ſpirit delight to 
refi ide and dwell in us. Agreeably to which doc- 
trine, Seneca in his epiſtles, has this very re- 
markable. paſſage: © There is a holy ſpirit re- 
ſiding in us, who watches and obſerves both 
good and evil men, and will treat us in the 
| fame manner that we treat him.” In order to 
participate of theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, to be ef- 
ficaciouſly ſupported under all our troubles, and 
divinely comforted in our laſt diſſolving mo- 
ments, we muſt warm our hearts with the ſacred 
fire of devotion, and ardently endeavour ſo to in- 
fluence our affections, that we may never ſepe- 
rate ourſelves, from the love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, the vital principle of heavenly life, by fix- 
ing our minds on any thing here below, or ſeek- 5 
ing for true happineſs, in any other ways or 
means, than thoſe that are appointed by God. 
WWWould we then continue in the divine favour, 
we muſt cheerfully reſign ourſelves to God, and 
| make the practice of virtue and true religion our 
_ greateſt delight, and never propoſe any real | 
happineſs to ourſelves, but what we receive 
trom thence, nor look for any ſound peace, or. 
durable joy, but what we | derive from the 
\ ſweet and comfortable influences of divine 
| grace, and the indwelling power of God's ho- 
ly ſpirit. For had we not a powerful friend 
with, who ſets. upon the altar of our impure 
hearts, to clear off the ſullied incenſe, that aſ- 
cends from thence toward heavens our religi- 
D 4 os. 


84 
' ous addreſſes would never reach the divine pre- 
ſence, nor be received at God's tremendaug 

throne. But now we have an advocate, whoſe 
facred intereſt is ſufficient, in the celeſtial court 
to recommend to the utmoſt our imperfect. 
fervices, if we are ſincere in our duty, and wil. 
ling to uſe the divine aid, and neyer-failing 

alliftance of him, who / clpeth our infirmities, and 
mateth interceſſion for the ſaints, according to the 
will of God. Did men earneſtly endeavour to cul- 
tivate heavenly mindedneſs, they would feel the 


8 bleſſed effects of the divine help, and that ha- 
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pineſs which God is the Author of, and which 
excels all the mutable delights of ſenſe, and 
the enjoyments of this lower world, as much 
as the light of the ſun, when ſhining in his me- 
ridian brightneſs, does that of the moon. 
: Perſons arrived to this ſublime diſpoſition and 
this invariable reſolution, maintain ſuch an even- 


Neſs of temper, as render them equal to all con- 


ditions and the various viciſhtudes of human life. 
They have no internal racking uneaſineſſes, to diſ- 
quiet their pure minds, but by confiding in that 
good Being whoſe glorious titles ſtand for ever, and 
have ſtood unblemiſhed without the leaſt alteration 
or digreſſion, from the commencement of time to 
this preſent period, maintain that firm faith in 
God, which cannot be ſhaken by man nor all the 
5 dumayi ing appearances of nature. ä 
And though humble minds may be dreadfully 
a laulted, and have various temprations laid in 
their wy by wicked and deſigning men, to 
hinder them from perſevering in their duty, 
and to divert them from the practice of it, yet 
they will not regard thoſe crafty ar nor 
give ay - heed to their ;wicked ugg geftions. 


Men 


151 


Men thoroughly acquainted with pirat ples; 


fure and made truly ſenſible of their real worth | 
and excellency, before they can be prevailed 


on to part with thoſe pleaſures, muſt offer the 
greateſt violence to their reaſon, and do diſpite 


to the ſpirit of grace, which will cauſe an in- 


teſtine war within, and maſt terribly alarm their 
ſouls. Beſides, men by thus engaging in ſuch a 


dreadful combat, and reſiſting the motions of 6 
their inbred monitor, will greatly endanger 


their everlaſting felicity, and the inconceivable 
bleſſing of eternal Salvation: And this theſe pi- 


ous and humble Souls, are determined not to 
do, nor reproachfully to run the hazard of, for 
the ſake of any af thoſe glittering, but periſh= 


ing enjoyments of this uncertain life. But not- 
withſtanding theſe diſcouragements, perſons Ace 


tuated by the ſacred principles of virtue, will, 15 


by the help of that divine ſpirit, which they 


have always had moſt comfort of, in times of 
difficulty and trouble, never wilfully ſwerve 


from their obedience, but be ſatisfied with any 


condition, provided they may be able to keep that 
peace of mind, and to retain that joy in heart, 
which the world cannot give, nor with all its fal- 


lacious charms be ever able to deprive them of. 
I have now ſhewn what that happineſs i 


which follows contentment, and that none on ne 


be truly happy but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of it. 
I am now led in the laſt place to make ſuch 
obſervations on the advantages that accrue to us, 
by learning this falutary leſſon, as may tend to 
' quicken our endeavours after it, and conclude. 
But before I proceed, it will be neceſſary to 
adviſe you, never to think of obtaining ſuch an 
hea- 


= 


"#1 

| heavenly temper of mind, as the greateſt con, 
 trarieties of events cannot alter, nor ever expect 
that ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, the beauty of which, 
no circumſtances of diſtreſs can deface, unleſs 
you are reſolved to withdraw your affections from 
the world, and wholly to confide in God and de- 
pend intirely upon him, for whatſoever you want 
or may ſtand in need of. Neither muſt we ever 
expect that peace of mind, or hope to maintain 
that joy in heart, which ſurpaſſes all the under- 
ſtandings of men, without the ſincere practice of 
virtue, and true religion; “ for the nearer we ap- 
proach to God, in the imitation of all his moral 
perfections, the happier we ſhall be in the inward 
frame and diſpoſition” of our ſouls. Moreover 
great care muſt be taken, to curb our unruly de- 
fires, that we may not be too ſwift in motion after 
the things of the world, or have our imaginations 
fwelled with earthly glories, leſt we become too 
warmly affected with them, or too powerfally 
heated by them: for the deeper they ſtrike our 
ſenſes, the more difficult and ne it will be 
to forſake e and ws cloſer our affections 
85 1 EN „ e 
* „The learned Lok Rae Lord Chancellor of England, bn 
uſed to obſerve, that true and deep philoſophy always led 


men to a ſublime adoration of the Deity, the firſt cauſe of all 
things; and profound regard to his will and honour; and 


that religion f is the firſt principle of right reaſon; and that 


piety, virtue, and honeſty, make the ſweeteſt life in this 
world; for ſuch live in honour and die in peace. Where 
25 wicked men live a baſe diſhonourable life at preſent, and 
inherit everlaſting ſhame. and contempt in the other world. 
And a little before his death he confeſſed, that to be reli- 
gious, was to live ſtrictly and ſeverely ; for if the opinion 
of another world be falſe, the beſt life in this world, is virtue, 
temperance, goodneſs, piety, and devotion: If it be true, 
tere be none ſo wicked and miferable, as debauched, diſ- 
Oderly, and Prophane 92 28 


tw 


are united to the creature, the greater will bg 
our diſtance from our Creator. We muſt likewiſe 
remember, that whoever is in friendſhip with 
the world, is at enmity with God, and he” that 
is an enemy to the world, is a friend to God, 
and his own eternal happineſs, Were mens 
minds properly affected with theſe things, and 
the evil conſequences of complying with vitious 
cuſtoms, they would looſen their affections from 
the world, and leave off immoderately purſuing, 
the pleaſures and enjoyments thereof. For no- 
thing does more manifeſt our intellectual blind- 
neſs, than ſlighting the invariable realities of di- 
vine truth, and ſuffering our ſelves to be impoſed 


upon, by ſuch things as ſerve only to torment | 


and vex us; things that will weary us in our 
purſuit of them, but will never afford us that 
ſound peace and durable ſatisfaction, which they 
promiſed us in poſſeſſion. The fleeting enjoy- 
ments of ſenſe, are fo deceiveable, and fo ſtrange- 
ly ſtupify our nobleſt powers, that when we have 
gratified every animal paſſion, and complied 
with their moſt excrbitant requeſts, theſe paſſions 
are ſo far from being quieted, or having their 
impetuoſity reſtrained, that they commonly grow 
more inſolent, more extravagant, and outrage- 
aus, in their frequent violent demands. 5 
So that inſtead of making our minds more 
eaſy, by yielding to the importunities of reſt- 
leſs deſires, and following the inchanting plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, we in fo doing, make ourſelves 
more uneaſy, and greatly annoy and diſturb 
the peace and tranquility of our ſouls. For 
in the nh of our imaginary felicity, and 
When e are leaſt apprehenſive of evil, or 
change 
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that n ge 7 our ſuppoſed happy condition 7 fore 8 


poiſoned arrow may wound our unguarded 
hearts, our pleaſures not only unexpectedly fly 
away, and cauſe us bitterly to bewail our follies, 
but they alſo will render our ſpiritual powers 


inactive, and leave a laſting and grievous ſting 


behind them. Therefore we -ſhould beware of 


_ ſelf-confidence, of the ſtrength of vain imagi- 


nations, and not ſuffer ourſelves to be deluded 


dy them, but learn to act more cautiouſly, and 


vigilantly to guard againft every emergency, 


that we may not be hurried into any exceſs, 
nor loſe our fouls in earthly gratifications. Since 
whatever comforts we may poſſibly enjoy, or 
find among the perfections of this created 
8 world, they bear nq compariſon, to thoſe di- 
vine enjoyments we ſhall aſſuredly meet with 
in God; who will, if we inviolably preſerve 
chat beautiful ſimplicity which Goſpe} precepts 
divinely inſpire us with, adminiſter that divine 


conſolation to our ſouls, which none but un- 
bounded goodneſs can give, and the eternal ſource 


of happineſs produce. 


We may ſooner ſee without Ught, or breathe 


without air, than be happy without God. There 
is ſuch a divine flame in our minds, as the 
moſt glorious creation cannot ſatisfy; ſuch an 
i emptineſs in our inward man, as none but infi- 
nite love can fill. God alone is our chief good, | 
and we are poor indigent needy creatures, 


prompt to lean ſomewhere by the neeeſſity of 


nr natures, but where Faſt we do this with ſo 


much 
Vaſhaken, as the fred bin, 
And firm as mountains be. 
Firm as a rock my ſoul ſhall reſt,” 
| Tha wichy leans, 9, Lord on ces 
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wack Raſor: and ſafety, as upon God... Look 
where we pleaſe, there are no ſupports i in any 
part of the globe, equal to thoſe of a benign 
and omnipotent providence. The epicure may * 
exalt his ſenſuality; and othersdſet up for their 
chief good, ſome gilded machine, or periſhing 
felicity, yet it will be impoſſible for the ſoul, 
to find durable ſatisfaction, in any of theſe * 
amuſements. 
The deſires which perpetually riſe in che 
mind prevent enjoyment; unexpected diffi- | 
culties intervene, which give diſturbance; {o. 
that nothing is more evident, that man is not. 
| ſufficient for his own happineſs. To whom 
then fhall we fly for ſuccour, but to him who. 
ſurrounds all nature with his power, and is able 
to ſatisfy our moſt ardent wiſhes. The thoughts. 
of which, will afford the mind great felicity, 
and the expectation of , ſuch a happineſs com- 
municated to us, as is commenſurate to our 
moſt extenſive faculties, will fill the ſoul with 
the higheſt pleaſure, and moſt laſting ſatisfac- 
tion. Since we can neither enjoy ourſelves, nor 
our God, or acquire that ſettled temper of 
mind, which will make us happy in any cir- 
cumſtances, without abandoning the criminal 
paths of vice, and duly regulating our inordi- 
nate paſſions, let us call upon all our intellec- 
| tual powers, and employ them in uſing ſuch. 
methods, as will make thoſe paſſions ſubject to 
our reaſon, and all our deſires and inclinations 
obedient to God's command. By doing ſo, 
theſe diſturbers of our peace, and fearful wound- 
ers of our conſciences, will be in a great mea- 


fore = gra. ang we {hall be more at lei- 
ſure, 


q 62 1 
. and better diſpoſed, for the ſervice E 
God and religion, and our hearts more at li- 
berty, and freer for the exerciſe of virtue and 
goodneſs, more ready to attend to any means 
that are molt likely to acquire that happineſs 
which wilt endure for ever. For the happi- 
' neſs that terminates with time; is not the hap- 
pineſs of ſpirits fitted for eternity, and there- 
tore not worth our hurrying 2885 or r fo ardently 
Ariving for-. 

Would we have nothing to obſtruQ, or hin- 
der us from cloſing with theſe means that tend 
to quicken our endeavours after real happineſs, 
we muſt clear our minds of all filthy images, 
and give no entertainment to evil imaginations, | 
or wicked deſires; we muft purify our hearts; 
and cleanſe thoſe fountains of corruption, from 
whence theſe impure ſtreams flow, and though 
de are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to do any 
thing a: of ourſelves : Yet if we vigilantly exert 
our beſt faculties, God will co-opetate with our 


carneſt endeavours, and enable ns to cleanfe_ 


our hearts, to ſubdue our ſinful luſts, and difo- 
bedient paſſions: to clear our minds of all evil 
imaginations and wicked defires: And if we 

5 in our duty, we Shall be renewed in 
_ the ſpirit of our minds, and fin ſhall never get 


the 1 over us. For the Blood of © 


C hriſt, which. ckanſeth from all fin; will be 
applied to our fouls, and effectually waſh them 
from the guilt and pollution of it. Would you 
ſucceed in the performance of this great work, 
on which depends your preſent and future. 
happineſs, you muft never begin it in your own” 
ſtreng >th, ut: firſt 'in a ſelf-diffident manner, 
8 | | Car- 


| 


tar 


entnellly addreſs your ſelves to God in prayer; 


who is a never-failing ſpring of goodnels, that 
you may obtain ſuch communications of his 
grace, as will cauſe great humility in your minds, 
and bring you wholly to confide in God, and 
entirely to rely upon his Eee” and on his un- 
bounded goodneſs. 
The acquiring of this divine gift, and a firm 
belief in our bleſſed Redeemer, the adorable 
Saviour of the world, will, with the internal help 
of the divine ſpirit, and a ſtedfaſt reſolution to 
obey God's facred laws, produce that inward 
peace of mind, that heavenly temper, and divine 


diſpoſition of foul, which this earthly globe 


with all its pomp, and ſplendor, can neither give 
nor take away; therefore let us not begin God's 

work with an arm of fleſh, nor preſume too much 
upon our own ſtrength; for without the graci- 
ous aſſiſtance of his celeſtial aid, our beſt efforts 

will prove fruitleſs, and our endeavours abortive, 
I thought it neceſſary before J entered on my 
laſt head of diſcourſe, to caution you againſt 
the vamities of the world, and the 1mpoſlibility 
of obtaining peace of mind, whilſt you depend 
upon any thing here below. For unleſs we 
are convinced of the danger, and. unhappineſs 
of truſting to, and relying upon earthly poſſeſ- 
ſions, we ſhall never be perſuaded to depend 

upon God, from whom alone cometh real joy 
and true bleſſedneſs. I have likewiſe taken 
notice, of the obligation we are under, from 

the impotency of our mortal natures, and the 
mutability and deceitfulneſs of all ſublunary 
pleaſures, to go immediately in all our troubles 
to God, and humbly to implore the influences 


of 


\ 


Ae 

of his divine help, that we may be able to cos. 
quer our vitious inclinations, - and to exchange 
our brutal delights, for. thoſe that are rational 
and ſublime. Theſe things we muſt earneſtly 
endeavour after, that pious thoughts and holy 
reſolutions, may make ſuch. deep impreſſions 
on our ſouls, as will not only remove all thoſe 
prejudices, which we have conceived againſt 
internal peace, but alſo make us ready to 
comply with, and willing to purſue and em 
brace any means, that are moſt likely to quick- 
en our obedience; and to obtain ſuch ſuccours 
from above, as will, on our final perſeverance, 

trengtben us with all might, according to God's 

| garages Po wer, unto all e and long 1 Hering 

with joyfulneſs. 
1 ſhall now proceed in the method I propo- 
ſed, which was to make ſuch obſervations oni 
the advantages that accrue to us, by learning 
| this comfortable leſſon of contentment, as will 
incline us heartily to ſtudy it, and ſeek after the 
: benchts that are to be gained by it. 

The firſt obſervation 1 ſhall make, 1 that 
without contentment, 7. e. without being as {a+ 
tisfied as our preſent ſtate will admit, we can 
have no real comfort or pleaſure in this world, 
nor inclination, or leiſure, to prepare for the 
next. So long as we are diſſatisfied with our 
condition, and diſpleaſed with that ſituation 
providence has placed us in, or are unwilling 
to 


Thy voice -coduced the ſeas and ſpheres, 

Bid the waves roll, and planets ſhine, 

But nothing like thy ſelf appears, 
Through all theſe various works of thine. 
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ol us in ſuch a manner, as is moſt agreeable to 


his unerring wiſdom, our minds muſt neceſſari- 


ly remain uneaſy, and we be rendered, unfit for 
heavenly meditation, or to offer up ſpiritual ſa- 
erifices to God. So that unleſs this inward dif= _ 
ſatisfaction be removed, we ſhall be incapable of + | 


"diſcharging either ſocial or moral duties, and lo 


buſied in theſe duſky regions of mortality, that 
although nothing is more uncertain than human 
life, nor any thing leſs to be depended on, yet we 
make but little or no preparation for death. Thele 
are ſome of the ſad effects of diſcontent, and were 


we but calmly and ſeriouſly to conſider of them, 


we. thould find them fad indeed: For we not 


| only loſe the enjoyment of what we have, by 


being over anxious after what we have not, but we 


* - 
* 
- 


_reproachfully darken our underſtandings, that 
we become utterly averſe to any other delights, 
than thoſe of an earthly paradiſe, and ſuch as 
_ correſpond with our carnal apprehenſions. The 
| = paſſions, and 
fond attachment to earthly delights, hurry us 
after ſuch things, as will rather forward and 
increaſe, than leſſen or abate the diſquietude 
of our minds, but will never afford us any real 
comfort or durable ſatisfaction, when under 


violence of our ungovernab 


R > 


Als it nota pity, that the paſſions, which are of excel- 
Tent ſervice to mankind, when properly (exerciſed, ſhould 
not be ſet at a true pitch ſince they are the movements af 
the ſoul, therefore, great care ſhould be taken, to place 


them on worthy objects; for if they are rightly fixed, the 


happineſs of life is promoted, and it will be impoffible to. 
enjoy ourſelves fo agreeably, as when our affeCtions-are* uſtly 


directed and rightly employed. 
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of his divine help, that we may be able to con- 
quer our vitious inclinations, and to exchange 
our brutal delights, for thoſe that are rational 
and ſublime. Theſe things we muſt earneſtly 
endeavour after, that pious thoughts and holy 
refolutions, may make ſuch deep impreſſions 
on our ſouls, as will not only remove all thoſe 
prejudices, which we have conceived againſt 
internal peace, but alſo make us ready to 
comply with, and willing to purſue and em- 
brace any means, that are moſt likely to quick= 
en our obedience; and to obtain ſuch ſuccours 
from above, as will, on our final perſeverance, 
 flrengthen us with all might, according to Gods 
glorious power, unto all patience and long 2 Hering 
5 100 Joyfulneſs. 
1 ſhall now proceed in the method I propo- 
ſed, which was to make ſuch obſervations o1 
the advantages that accrue to us, by learning 
this comfortable leſſon of contentment, as will 
incline us heartily to ſtudy it, and ſeek after the 
benefits that are to be gained by it. . 
The firſt obſervation I ſhall mals... 7 is, that 
without contentment, 7. e. without being as ſa- 
tistied as our preſent ſtate will admit, we can 
have no real comfort or pleaſure in this world, 
nor inclination, or leiſure, to prepare for the 
next. So long as we are diſſatisfied with our 
condition, and diſpleaſed with that fituation 
ü providence has placed us in, or are unwilling 
to 


Thy voice produced the ſeas FR ſpheres, 
Bid the waves roll, and planets ſhine, 
But nothing like thy ſelf appears, 
Through all theſe various works ot thine. 
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to achitowleds e God's abſolute ri ght 90 diſpoſe 4 


of us in fucks a manner, as 1s 1 N to 
his unerring wiſdom, our minds muſt neceſſari- 
ly remain uneaſy, and we be rendered unfit for 


| heavenly meditation, or to offer up ſpiritual ſa- 
crifices to God. So that unleſs this inward diſ- 
ſatisfaction be removed, we ſhall be incapable of + 
_ diſcharging either ſocial or moral duties, and fo _ 
buſied in theſe duſky regions of mortality, that 
although nothing is more uncertain than human 
life, nor any thing leſs to be depended on, yet we 


make but little or no preparation for death. Theſe 


are ſome of the ſad effects of diſcontent, and were 
we but calmly and ſeriouſly to conſider of them, 
we ſhould find them fad indeed: For we not 
only loſe the enjoyment. of what we have, by 


being over anxious after what we have not, but we 


alſo enervate our intellectual powers, and do ſo 
reproachfully darken our underſtandings, that 
we become utterly averſe to any other delights, 
than thoſe of an earthly paradiſe, and ſuch as 
correſpond with our carnal apprehenſions. The 


violence of our ungovernable paſſions, and 


fond attachment to earthly delights, hurry us 
after ſuch things, as will rather forward and 
increaſe, than leſſen or abate the diſquietude 
of our minds, but will never afford us any real 


comfort or durable ſatisfaction, when under 
J 


* Is it not a pity, that the paſſions, which are of excel= 


ent ſervice to mankind, when properly exerciſed, ſhould 
Not be ſet at a true pitch ſince they are the movements af 


the ſoul, therefore, great care ſhould be taken, to place 
them on worthy objects; for if they are right! fixed, the 


happineſs of life is promoted, and it will be impoffible to 
enjoy ourſelves ſo agreeably, as when our . are: uſtly 
directed and rightly employed, 2 


— X | 
VF 
any of the calamities, and evils, with which we 
are aſſaulted, and conſtantly ſurroundec. 
Again, Sober reflections on the miſeries of 
ſucht as know no pleaſures ſuperior to thoſe of 
Tenſe, are enough to convince us of the folly 
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ali, unhappineſs of all thoſe, who are cartied 


away Mich the fluctuating and fleeting plea- 
Tits thereof. Senſual men are ſo eager in 
purfüit of thoſe things, which experience ſuffi- 
Feli) proves; thave it not in, their power o 
ſatisfy the deſirès of their minds, that they are 
| become quite ſtrangers to ſpiritual delights, and 
their fondneſs for earthly things, leave them 
no taſte or reliſh for heavenly things. Were 
theſe truths candidly ruminated on and weighed 
in the ſacred balances of equity, or ſeriouſſy 
thought of by coatiderate ſober minds we ſhould 
find the condition of ſuch men to be really mi- 
ſerable; for their happineſs always lies at a dif- 
tance, and it never conſiſts in what they have, 
but in what they have not, and: the pleaſures 
they propoſe to . themſelves, are ſo precarious 
and uncertain, that they are not ſure they thall 
ever enjoy them. But ſuppoſing they were cer- 
tiin to participate of thoſe pleaſures, they ſo 
heartily with for, and unweariedly ſeek after, 
' And therefore, would men reſtrain their wandering de- 
Fires and keep within the facred bounds of moderation, 
they would feel fuch inward iprings. of bliſs, as would in- 
duce them not to delay this momentous work, but inſtant- 
ly toi; ſet about this weighty affair, and put in practice the 
poet's reſolution. - Rr IO: | | 


Io rules of poetry no more confin'd, _ 
BAD I learn to fmocth and bharmon ze my mind; | 
Teach ev'ry thought within its bounds to roll, 
And keep the cqual meaſure of the ſoul. 
— — Por, Vol. iv. p. 231. 


i & J. 
this they cannot be certain of, 12 thoſe plea | 
ſures will not bring with them much more Peril 1 [1 
than good, Fo often the things we have been = | 
"moſt deſirous f; und moſt ſolicitobſly concerned 4 
about, we have” had the greateſt reaſon to wiſh, 8 | 
we had never given ourſelves any trouble 2 _ | 
them. nor contracted any Intimacy, or acquain= Ml 
"tance with them. 
Theſe uſefull meditations impartia ally, and at- | 
teritively conſidered, would diſcover the ' miſery _- Wi 
of the mind without contentment, and are e- 
nough to cure us of an . inordinate love for tbe 
world, and to make us give over chafing the emp- 
ty delights and uncertain pleaſures thereof: Plea= WW 
ſures that are always in our expeCtation EP | 
and ſhinè with the bri ghteſt luſtre when at a diſ— 
tante, but leſſen Apel we make a nearer approach 
to them. Earthly delights are ſo deceitful, that 
they ſeldom or everanſwer the ideas we have formed 
of them, for if ' we* come to be poſſeſſed ofß 
them thoſe ſlippery àmuſements frequently va® WW 
niſh, and our ſuppoſed felicity comes to no- 
thing . In a word, were the vanities of the It 
world, and the inſtability and inconſtancy of I 
N all of human affairs, with the bitter remembrance 
e e „ 
GA greater inſtance of man's -mytable condition is hard- 
ly poſſible to be produced, than that of Cardinal Wolſey, 
who was the moſt wealthy, and abſolute miniſter of ſtate _ 
this: kingdom ever had; yet in the height of all his glory, 
and in the midſt of his ſecurity, he fell by his own imperi- 


ous haughty temper, and the capricious humour of a deſpotic 
priace, who was determined to ruin him. 
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Farewell; a long tate well to all my l 
This is the ſtate of man; to-day he puts forth, 
"Tha tender leaves of hope, to-morrow bloſſoms, 
And bears his bluiking honours thick upon him; Th 
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1 65 1 
of the ſorrows and troubles we have met with, 
in cloſely purſuing them, but properly to affect 
our deceived minds, they would make us retreat 
from the world, and retire immediately into our- 


ſelves, and put us upon learning this 1 2 and 
heavenly leſſon, which would qualify us for any 
condition in life; and we ſhould be brought 


to have ſuch diſpoſitions, as would arm us a- 


gainſt all the hardſhips and diſappointments 
thereof. A leſſon, which if well learned, will 


make us happy in the worſt circumſtances, . and 
without it we ſhall be but miſerable in the beſt. 
Theſe obſervations ſufficiently prove the miſery 
of the mind, without unfeigned ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, and that men are inſenſibly 
led on, to purſue their own ruin, Who have 
too great an intimacy with the world: For it 
unſettles their minds, makes men ſtrangers to 
themſelves, and entirely forgetful of their kind 
Creator, and deſtitute of all thoſe. chaſte and 
excellent pleaſures which are peculiar to the ſoul = 


of man. OT al. 


The third day comes a froft, a killing froſt; 
And when he thinks, good eaſy man, Sat ſurely, 


His greatneſs is a ripening, nips his foot, 
And then he falls as I do. 


 Walſey was Archbiſhop of York, Biſhop of Durham, Ab- 


bot of "8. Alban's, Cardinal Legate a latere for life, Lord 
Chancellor of Ergland, Prime miniſter and favourite to 


the King, careſſed by the Emperor, reſpected by the Pope, 


regarded by all the Princeſs of Europe, with almoſt an ab- 
_ ſolute power in England, where nothing of moment was 


tranſacted either in ſpirituals or temporals, for ſome conſi - 
derable time, but by his ſole management and direction. 


Count all the advantage proſp'rous vice attains, 


"FTW but what virtue ies from and diſdains. 
rer. 


om „„ 
Adly, I ſhall now make ſome obſervations 
on the happineſs of the mind with content= 
ment. Content is the gift of God, and not 
the certain effect of any thing here below, and 
the value of it 1s too great, to be beſtowed on 
any, but ſuch as do with ſubmiſſion and hu- 
mility, diligently ſeek for it, and are made 
ſenſible of its real worth, and tranſcendent ex- 
cellency. For it removes our uneaſineſſes, quiets 
our minds, reconciles us to any ſtate, baniſhes 
all murmuring, and diſtruſtful thoughts of pro- 
vidence, ſets us above the reach of calumny and 
contempt, makes the hardeſt yoke eaſy and 
the heavieſt burthen light. Whenever this di- 
vine gift is introduced into our ſouls, we ſhall 
be no longer ſlaves to the enticements of the 
world, nor held in captivity by any of its en- 
ſnaring charms; but we ſhall be at full liberty 
to diſcharge thoſe great and important duties 
of virtue and religion, which will render us 
highly acceptable to a good and merciful God, 
and every way pleaſant and agreeable to all fin- 
cere and. upright men. Duties that will pu- 
rify and refine our minds, and make them fit 
to dwell with immortal ſpirits, to have an e- 
-ternal reſt with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. This divine“ gift, when- 
3 ee.ver 
* Refignation is an eaſy pillow, on which the mind may 


queue reſt, without penetrating into the ſecrets of nature, 
or making undue excurſions into futurity. Let me take 
ſanctuary in this divine virtue, then I ſhall be perfectly fa- 
fisfied, that he who made me to be happy here, will not 
_ diſappoint my hopes and expectations of happineſs hereafter, 
The fixing my ſoul on this immoveable rock, that my future 
as well as my preſent tate, are both ordered by an almighty 
and good God, will afford me the greateſt tranquility, 


2 — 
* J * 
r : 


88 We 
8 is. at 
n 


n nn 2 


re 
— - 
A oa I her pots ey r 
* . 


ey wm bf 
„ * b | ES 3 wi 
* — * * 
* CEO nd o be [1 a 5 
expat B N ©. 8 
f rr en. ein. To atten on 3 
— * rr TR EINE I De r N * 
" 


97 


, : 


— . — a CON . Nr get, ö 
3 2 — r oe re Y 2 ** ED. ot hs wy - p 
2 l I 


2 ere” 
e 


* p ä . 3 8 n 
RR * 1 — * | * La 
by <tr eter IIS OR I ge nk OR EPS) OR Te A. 
. le” , . * 


— Ag goes fo 3 — — — — 9 4 24. 9 — — hf a. - 


— — 
* * 3 4 ů * * 2 
* 


9 


— „ ** 


a. ** OAE 


"tw 


ever we come to the enjoyment : of it, will 
bring us to the free uſe of our reaſon, and put 


us upon our guard, and make us ſo to watch 


the ſudden emotions of our minds, that we 
ſhall not be ſo apt, to break out into anger, 
at every croſs accident we may meet with, nor 
be diſcompoſed at every injury that may be of- 


ſered us. For it will take off the roughneſs 
of our tempers, make our paſſions ſmooth and 
even, and we ſhall be happy within ourſelves, 


and a pleaſure to all around us. This divine en- 
dowment, and heavenly qualification, will form 
the ſoul for every condition in life, and when 
it has got poſſeſſion of our hearts, we ſhall no 
longer be enquiring abroad after happineſs, but 
looking for it, where it is moſt likely to be found; 

at home within ourſelves and there we ſhall find. 


our true han=in=eſs lies, and we ſhall experimentally | 
feel, th. t all our arches for it in things without, 


will ever prove vain and ineffectual, We hall 
then diſcover the unſatisfactorineſs of all earthly 


poſſeſſions, and our own moſt egregious folly, 
and monſtrous, impiety, in not only hurrying 


from one diverſion to another, and neglecting to 
acquire a ſacred intercourſe with God, Who 


called us from our original ſtate of nothing, and 


has moſt bountifflly provided for our ſubſiſt- 
ence; but we ſhall alſo ſee the neceſſity of curb- 


ing our deſires, and elevating our conceptions a- 


bove all earthly. concerns; in order devoutly to 
approach that munificent Being, who will not 


difappoint our moſt ſanguine hopes, but gently 


lead us to ſuch ſalutary delights, as are laſting | 
as our immortal e will content our 
diſlatisfied and roving minds. For when the 


levity 


2 
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levity of our ſpirits is removed, and our. affec⸗ 
tions are ſtedfaſtly fixed on him, Who is an 
everlaſting fountain of bleſſedneſs, and the e- 
ternal ſource of heart-felt joy, we ſhall find 
that inward. complaceney, and durable delight, 
which reſult from an intire dependence upon 
God, and the hopes of foſſeſſing that ſtate .of 
glory, where fin will be deſtroyed by triutn=, 
phant viftue, and ſorrow ſucceeded 5 ineffa- 
ble and eternal joys. Were we in earneſt, to 
S obtain the divine conſolations, or to reduce the, 
appetite , of” our. bodies, to the "reaſon of our 
minds we ſhould ſenſibly perceive the happy 
effects of our induſtry, and the wiſdom not 
only of looking up to God, and with an indif- 
ferency on every tranſient deli Night, and ſplendid 
enjoyment here below, but We ſhould "clearly 
perceive our main intereſt, .and wherein our 
trueſt felicity confiſts; and 975 fore, let us lay 
aſide cv: ery Weight, and the'/ fin Which doth þ eafily ; 
beſet us, let us run with patience the race that 1s 
fet before us, looking unto Feſus the author and fi- 
niſher of our faith, who for the joy that was ſet 
before 1 7 endured the croſs, " ing the ſhame, 
and is ſet dein at the right hand of the throne q 
God. Did we conſider the {gracious end and de- 
ſign of our Redeemer's ſufferings, and that he 
20 0 was heir of the world, or our ſakes volunta- 
rily became poor, that we thro? his poverty might 
ve, made rich, and that the greater our trials are 

| be 47 on 

* Were the end of Redemption candidly conſidered, it 
would obviouſly;appear to rational beings, highiy worthy of 
that ſupteme Dgity, who always acts conſiſtent with good- , g 
neſs, and the invioſable rules of juſt ce. Human Knowledge is 
very imperfect, 2M emnot unravel the ſecrets of natur#,” 


The fundamental doctrines of natural religion are as inen 
mats and as myſte rious as thoſe of revealed. 
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on earth, the brighter will be our crown in hea- 


ven; we ſhould be thoroughly ſatisfied with, 


any ſtate or condition, be it ever ſo mean, and 
not egvious at the proſperity. of others, be it 
ever ſo great. We ſhall be fo firmly per- 


F ſuaded of God's s goodneſs, and of his r 


5 protection, from the many inſtances we have 

had of his love, and his readineſs to help. and 
relieve us in our greateſt dangers, that we 
ſhall fear no evils, nor have any reaſon to 
doubt of his goodneſs, But that in our deepeſt 
diſtreſſes, we ſhall have recourſe to God for 


ſuccour, and in the time of. our heavieſt af- 


fliction, we ſhall fly immediately to him for 
refuge, not doubting, but that in God's good 
time we ſhall haye a happy deliverance out 
of all our troubles, or meet with ſuch relief, as 
will keep us from ſinking under them, or from ; 
being oppreſſed with theiweight of them. | 
Finally, The contented man looks upon ſin 
as the worſt of evils; and dreads nothing ſo 
much as its fatal conſequences. . Heas ſenſible 
| that it will lie like a hea weight upon the mind, 
and fo preſs down the ul, that it cannot foar 
aloft: It will ſpoil all his pleaſure, and ſhorten all 
his enjoyments. As to this world, the good man 
he looks upon it as really what it is, the ſeat 


of ſorrows and diſappointments, and therefore 


he takes things as he finds them, and tho? aſ- 
ſured he ſhall meet with much rough way, bad 
weather, ill treatment, from wicked and de- 
ſigning men, many inſults from rude paſſen- 
gers as he paſſes along in the road of life; and 
fer, Ho, Other reaſon, but bse he is inflexibly 5 
> al ed 9. e aan. b reſolved 


nl 


reſolved to continue in the narrow and fure' 
path of virtue; yet, he is determined not to 
enter into the broad and ſlippery way of vice; 
becauſe it cannot he long before he ſhall be at 


his Journey's end. For death, like the friend- 
ly angel, which delivered St. Peter out of pri- 
ſon, wil free his immortal ſpirit * from its ta- 


bernacle of earth: and then the ſoul will take 


its flight into the glorious realms of light, and 


immortality; where it will dwell in an unin- 


terrupted ſtate of bliſs, and his days of niourn- 
ing ſhall be over: His wearied ſoul ſhall then 
enjoy an eternal -reſt, in the preſence of that 
God, who will wipe away all tears from his eyes, 


and remove every ſorrow from his heart: pain 


and feln, forraw and cryin ſhall be no more. + 
3 oe. 


* The dying chriſtian to his ſoul at its leaving the cloudy 
fleeting moment of time, and ent into the refulgent 
and unchangeable regions of eternity. 
Vital ſpark of heavenly flame, 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame; 
Trembling, hoping, ling' ring, flying, 
Oh the pain, the bliſs of dyin 
Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy Friſe, 
And let me languiſh into life. 


Hark! they wiſper, angels ay, 
Siſter ſpirit come way. py 
Whaths this abſorbs me quite, 
| Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my ſight, 
Drowns my ſpirit, draws my breath * 
Tell me, ſoul can this be death . 


The world recedes, it diſappears ; 
Heaven open on my eyes, my cars, 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring, 
Lend, lend your wings, I mounts I fr, 
O grave where is thy victory! 5 5 
O death, where is thy ſting ! 


This ode was written in imitation of the famous ſormet 
of Adrian to his departing ſoul; and is ſaid to excel it in 
ſenſe and ſublimity, as much as the chriſtian ſyſtem does the 
pagan 7 17 
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tbe fur, ſhall not ſe orch him by day, nor. the moon 55 
oo. bim by night. For the Lord God will be 
bis everlaſting light and life, and he ſhall reign 
with him for ever and ever. This is the true 
foundation of a chriſtian's comfort and ſupport, 


that in the midſt of all the troubles and cala- 


mities which he meets with here below, he 
can look up. to an eternity of joy, and unmixed 
pleaſures above. Ihave now done with what 
I. propoſed: And if theſe obſervations were 


impregnated | with a divine warmth on our 


hearts, we ſhall no longer put off the learning 15 
this great and important leſſon; but immedi- 
ately ſet about it, and aſſiduouſſy apply our- 
ſelves to it, with a firm reſolution of preſever- 
ing in it, till we can truly ſay we have learned in 


4 


whatſcever fate we are in, to be therewith content. 


* To conclude: Let us who are of the day, be | 


ſober ; that is, let us, who enjoy the glorious 


_ of divine revelation, provoke not Godto with- 


beg 1 _ draw 
8 18 wholly endeavoured chrough⸗ this diſcovrſe, to 


point out ſuch means, as will reduce the paſſions to obedi- | 
ence, that right reaſon might not be degraded, or ſacrifi- - 


ced, by the power of over-bearing appetites ; but that truth 
may preſide and govern. the intellectual oeconomy. This 
being the ſure method to eſtabliſh true peace of mind, and 

render human life more agreeable, the fear of death lefs 
terrible, and ſhew us that we can only reſt ſecurely, in re- 
ſignation to the will of the ſupreme Being. When our 


ſouls are thus elevated to heaven, it matters little what ſpot 


of earth we dwell on, or what glittcring titles or diffe- 
rent honours we are poſſeſſed of. If we would maintain 
tranquility of mind, amidſt ai} the accidents of life to which 
we are daily expoſed, we muſt not be tranſported by proſ- 
perity, nor caſt down by adverſity, becauſe our abherence 
to this diſpoſition will make us proof . the lang ger 
ang bfhicultes c of both theſe Oe” 


ty 
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draw it from us, by depreciating his benefi- 
cence: or reviling his adminiſtration 1 in the moral 
government of the world; or murmuring, or 
complaining of his providence, for not hu- 
mouring us in our wickednels, and indulging 
us in our extravagancies. Would we have. 
this great, and invaluable bleſſing continued to 
us, let us often call to mind the inconceivable 


greatneſs of God's love in beſtowing it on us; 


who are always acting in direct oppoſition to 
him, and living in open rebellion againſt him ; 


and then inſtead of reproaching his providence, | 


or queſtioning his wiſdom, power, and good- 


neſs, we ſhall ſee the greateſt reaſon to reve- 
rence and adore him: For he ſhewed the 


moſt compaſſionate, and tendereſt regard for 
our ſpiritual and eternal welfare, when we took 


none for ourſelves; and ſpared us, who juſtly 
deſerved to be puniſhed, when he might have 


cyt us off, in the midſt of our grievous erimes, 
and repeated provocations; and have com 
manded us immediately, to appear before him 


his judgment-ſeat. 
In fine: Let us humbly ſubmit ebe 


God, and we ſhall find that nothing will tu 
more to our advantage, than an entire ſubm 
ſion to his will, and an univerſal obedience 
his invariable laws: acknowledging his juſti. 
in all his proceedings with us; then may we de 
pend upon him without fear, and rely upon hi 
without any danger of being deceived. Cod bear. 
an everlaſting love to us, and is always con- 


cerned for our preſent and future felicity. God 


1s an immutable Being, and in all his purpoſes 
of 
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of goodneſs unchangeable, the ſame God RY 
day, to-day, and for ever. Theſe words are not 


written in ſand, nor diſperſed by the boiſterous 
wind, but will fland in full force, when this 
elementary world ſhall be diſſolved, when he- 
ven and earth ſhall be no more, and this mag 
nificenthy grand and beautiful fabric entirely 
. conſumed, eternal ages ſhall not diminiſh their 
power, nor alter what the mouth of the Lord hath 
hoben, I know that thou art, and that thou like- 
wiſe art 4 rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
thee, and delight to imitate thy amiable perfec- 
tions, and therefore whoever builds his houſe 
on * this immutable Deity, and is content with _ 
chat ſtation Providence has placed him in, 
e ſhall 
» Serions refleQions on PT world's hier away, and 
that morta! life' will ſoon have an end, and we muſt take- 
up our Lodging in the duſt, till the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and alarm this region of flumber, ſhould make us more di- 
ligent in our preparations for judgement, that we may be 
acquitted at this tremendous proceis, and Joyfully reſt in the 
doſom of eternity. 
A thorough enſe of theſe things, of the heavens being 
roll'd up as a ſcroll, and the earth alſo, and all the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up, and whatſoever we ado- 
red and admired as grand and magnificent, conſumed in 
the dreadful maſs of fire, and for ever loſt in the flames | 
thereof, made ſuch ſtrong impreſſions on my mind that of 
| immediately tranſcribed the following lines. 

W here are now. the great empires of the world, and their 
grand imperial cities, their pillars, trophies, and monu- 
ments of glory? Shew me where they ſtood, read the in- 
ſcription, tell me the victor's name, what remains, what 
impreſſions, what difference, or diſtinction, do you ſee in 
this maſs of fire? Rome itſelf, eternal Rome, the great 
city, the empreſs of the world, whoſe domination, and ſu- 


perſtition, ancient and modern, make a great part of the 
Pony of the earth ; what is become of her now ? She laid 


her 


177 1. | 
ſhall have the eternal God tor bun refuge, and 
underneath him will be his everlaſting arms,. 
that will keep him from falling into the midſt 
of thoſe many evils, with which we are en- 
compaſſed, and preſerve him from becoming a 
prey to the fury and inſults of his bittereſt 
enemies. Let us remember the ſhortneſs of 


human life, and the ſwift approaches of unre- | 


-lenting death, leſt when we are-eagerly pur- 
ſuing our temporal affairs, and fooliſhly erect- 
ing our palace on the ſand, the king of terrors 
ſhould ſuddenly alarm us, and command us 
inſtantly to leave our earthly poſſeſſions, and 
appear immediately before the awful tribunal 
of God. Let us frequently reflect on the mi- 
: ſeries of ſuch as hall be found at that tremend- 


ous 


her foundations TRY and ber n were rong and 
ſumptuous: She glorified herſelf,” and. lived deliciouſly, and 
ſaid in her heart, I ſet a queen, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow. 
But her hour is come, ſhe is wiped away from the face of 
the earth, and buried in perpetual oblivion. But it is not 
cities only, and the work of mens hands, but the ever- 
laſting, hills, the mountains and rocks of the earth, are 
melted as wax before the ſun, and their place is no were 
found. Here ſtood the Alps, a prodigious range of Stone, 
the load of the earth that covered many countries, reach- 
ed their arms from the ocean to the black ſea; this huge 
maſs of ftone is ſoftened and diſſolved, as a tender cloud 
into rain. Here ſtood the African mountains, and Atlas 
with his top above the clouds. There was frozen Caucaſus 
and Taurus, and Imaus, and the mountains of Aſia. And 
yonder towards the north ſtood the Riphæan hills, a6 
in ice and ſnow: All theſe are vaniſhed, dropped awa 
ſnow upon their heads, and ſwallowed up in a red ſea of 4 
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty: 
Juft and true are thy ways, thou ch. of laints.” Hallelvjab, 
Dr. We Theory of the Earth, 
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' ous day, to have forfeited their right to God's fa- 
your, and loſt their title to that defired happi- 
neſs which will endure for ever, by ſpeaking 
| contemptuouſly of -Goe's providence, and im- 
peaching his Juſtice; by queſtioning ' his: good- 
neſs, and caſting contempt on his wiſe and 
juſt adminiſtration. If we ſeriouſly. conſider 
theſe things, and no longer vilify the divine 
proceedings, but live like thoſe who are pre- 
_ pared for judgement, and ready to anſwer at 
that decifive revolution, when the everlaſting 
volumes ſhall be opened, and Jeſus ſhall ap- 
pear in the clouds of heaven, attended with an 
obſequious throng of glorious: angels, to judge 
the quick and the dead, we ſhall hear the final 
| ſentence pronounced with joy, and perceive 
that the ſcene is entirely changed; that all 
earthly diſtinctions are ceaſed, and that the 
virtuous only, however ignominiouſly treated 
by men, will be highly honoured by God, and 
ſtand upon à level with the brighteſt, ſeraph. 
And therefore, ſince. we have here no conti- 
nuing city, and time glides ſo ſwiftly over our 
heads, that after a few days more are gone, 
our warfare will be accompliſhed, and if we 
have divinely exerciſed our thinking | powers, 
and preferred the love of Almighty God be- 
fore all the empty grandeur of this world, or 
the deluſive pleaſures of this dying life, our 
days will end in triumph, our ſun ſet in a ſe- 
rene ſky, and we ſhall enter that kingdom, 
where we ſhall be numbered with the ſaints 
and made equal with the angels of God. Were 
we thoroughly ſenſible of theſe things, ahd as 


devoutiy 


[nl 
_Aevoutly ready to plead BIT God for mercy, 


as we are to nbMyre: God's infimite perfections, 
with. the ſhort line of human underſtanding, 
we ſhould enjoy ſuch a ſweet, compoſure of 


mind, "and ſuch full ſatisfaction in our ſouls, 


as would maße ds more chearful in dur obe- 


dience; more In carne ſeeking after God, and 
better; accquai 15 with ourſelves, and the work= 

ings of our deceitful hearts. When we are de- 

15057 and vigilantly exerciſed, if our affections 


reached -the celeſtial throne, and ſubmiſſively 


entered heaven, on the wings of devout and fer- 


vent Prayer, we ſhall recelvè fuck divine ſuc- 
cours from above, 48 ' will. enable us to mortify 


every diſorderly paſfion that may ſtand in our 
way, to obſtruct our endeavotirs, or to retard 


our 'progrels i in the Rd life. Such thoughts 
as theſe would fix in 

our uncertain ſtate, as well as the impoten 
and weakneſs of our natures; ſo that if duly 


attended to, they would make us truly ſenſible, 
va the ſtrongeſt efforts we are capable of mak 


| towards obtaining inward peace, and tran- 
9 of ſoul, without the divine concurrence, 
will ever prove fruitleſs and unſucceſsful. 


Therefore, let us in a firm perſuaſion of God's 
goodneſs, and a Juſt ſenſe of our unworthineſs, | 


| humbly addreſs ourſelves to God in prayer, to 


3 our manifold ſins, and cleanſe us from 
the defilements of them, with 7Zhe precious blood 


of his Son; that theſe implacable enemies of 
our peace may be waſhed away. When men 


have thus felt the divine energy, they will not 


1 be able to pals through this vale of mi- 
fery 


r minds a juſt ele of 
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fety and forrow; with a Mens of internal! pleas : 
ſure and fatisfaQtion, but God will alſo at Pe 
end of their warfare, lead them into that king 2 
dom of bliſs, where happineſs is as everlatiing I 
as God the object of it, — the ſouls that enjoy 
it. There is nothing defective in the heavenly 
Nate or wanting to malte our reſt perfectly ea- 
iy; for the bleſſedneſs thereof is ſurrounded 
with eternity, and guarded with the immedi- | 
.ate prelence of God. There cannot be a ſtron⸗ 1 
ger motive to patience, than infinite and eter- |. 
nal happineſs. Carnal pleaſures are ſoon over, 
and only gratify the 5 8 rt, the body, which 
are as vaniſhing as the fictions of fancy, and 
the flying reports of ſenſe, but the joys of hea- 
ven are; ſpiritual and eternal. One hour's en- 
joyment of divine peace, and ſacred communi- 
on with the ever, bleſſed God, is infinitely pre- 
ferable to an eternity ſpent in the fulſome va- 
nities of ſin, or the PR delights of ſenſe. . 
"Theſe truths are more excellent and delightful 
to the ſoul, than all the delectable ſcenes of the 
creation, or the grandeſt entertainments to the 
ſight. Since then our happineſs is ſo immenſe- 
ly great and valuable, and fo proportioned to 
dur nobleſt faculties, we ſhould labour to main- 
tain our property in them; for many are the 
experiments the world affords, and which ſenſe 
provides us with, to deprive us of our heaven- 
ly inheritance, and to diſarm us of the divine 
ſupport; but all their ſtratagems will be in vain, 
and their molt ſubtle inventions to no purpoſe, 
if we will keep aſtrict watch over our ourſelves, 


 andrely upon him, who is the rock of ages, 755 
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confidence of all the ends of the earth. If then we 


have ſecured an intereſt in God, and in his ſa- 
cred covenant of grace, and mercy, he will ſo 
puard us by his almighty powet, and interpoſe 
his divine ſoverefgnty in our favour, and for our 


preſervation. So that we can have no evil to fear 


from him, nor from the moſt amazing and ter- 
rifying produckions of nature, but when all 


things look black around us, and ftorms are 
gathering ſo thick upon us, that we know not 
where to fly for ſhelter, in the midſt of theſe 
terrible commotions, we may find a ſure hiding 
place in God, and a Refuge of ſafety, in the 
ſanctuary of the moſt high. Conſiderations on 
the greatneſs of God's glorious Majeſty, and the 
_ overflowing goodneſs of this all-ſufficient Be- 
ing, whoſe power and benignity extends to all 
creatures, and to the care and preſervation of 
every individual, cauſed the prophet to uſe theſe 


rapturous expreſſions, and to break forth in theſe 


triumphant exultations : Although the fig tree 
ſball not blofſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine, 


the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall 


ield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herds in the ſtalls, yet, 


ſays he, will J rejoice in the Lord, and triumph 


in the God of my ſalvatiun. God who is infinite 


in power, has all nature entirely at his“ diſpo- 


8 ſal 


* Inſtead of pretending to cenſure the order of provi- 


dence, let us carefully mend our own conduct, and when 
we are expoſtulating with the Deity, think of theſe admi- 


rable and excellent verſes of Cleanthes, 
Parent of nature, maſter of the world, 
Where'er thy providence directs, behold 
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ſure and ſatisfaction, but God will alſo at the 


end of their warfare, lead them into that king- I 


dom of bliſs, where happineſs is as everlaſting 


as God the object of it, — the ſouls that e oy a 


1 There is nothing defeQive in the heaven 


fate or wanting to malte our reſt perfectly 0 | 
iy; for the bleſſedneſs thereof is ſurrounded 
with eternity, and guarded wich the immedi- 
ate preſence of God. There cannot be a ſtron- 
ger motive to patience, than infinite and eter- 
nal happineſs. Carnal pleaſures are ſoon over, 


and only gratify the Ir [70 the body, which 


are as. vaniſhing as the fictions of fancy, and 


the flying — 4 of ſenſe, but the joys of hea- 
ven are ſpiritual and eternal. One hour's en- 
Joyment of divine peace, and ſacred communi- 


on with the ever bleſſed God, is infinitely pre- 
ferable to an eternity ſpent in the fulſome va- 
nities of fin, or the brutal delights of ſenſe. 


14 


to the ſoul, than all the deleQable ſcenes of the 
creation, or the grandeſt entertainments to the 


ſight. Since then our happineſs is ſo. immenſe- 
Iy great and valuable, and ſo proportioned to 
our doblefl faculties, we ſhould labour to main- 
tain our property in them; for many are the 


experiments the world affords, and which ſenſe 


ly inheritance, and to diſarm us of the divine 


ſety and forrow; with a de gree of infethal hy b 


provides us with, to deprive us of our heaven- 


Theſe truths are more excellent and delighiful | 


ſupport; but all their ſtratagems will be in vain, 


and their moſt ſubtle inventions to no purpoſe, 
jf we will keep aſtrict watch over our qurſelves, 
and er upon him, who is che rock of ages, and 


the | 


| « 


5 . 3 
 ronfidence of all the ends of the earth, If then we 
have ſecured an intereſt in God, and in his ſa- 
cred covenant of grace, and mercy, he will ſo 
guard us by his almighty power, and interpoſe 
his divine ſoverefgnty in our favour, and for our 
preſervation. So that we can have no evil to fear 
from him, nor from the moſt amazing and ter- 
rifying productions of nature, but when all 
things look black around us, and ſtorms are 
gathering ſo thick upon us, that we know not 
where to fly for ſhelter, in the midſt of theſe 
terrible commotions, we may find a ſure hiding 
place in God, and a Refuge of ſafety, in the 
ſanctuary of the moſt high. Conſiderations on 
the greatneſs of God's glorious Majeſty, and the 
| overflowing goodneſs of this all-ſufficient Be- 
ing, whoſe power and benignity extends to all 
creatures, and to the care and preſervation of 
every individual, cauſed the prophet to uſe theſe 
rapturous expreſſions, and to break forth in theſe 
_ triumphant . exultations : Although the fig tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vine, 
the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall 
wield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
old, and there ſhall be no herds in the ſtalls, yet, 
ſays he, will I rejoice in the Lord, and triumph 
in the God of my ſalvation, God who is infinite 
in power, has all nature entirely at his“ diſpo- 
to} opt Racer nag „ 


* Inſtead of pretending to cenſure the order of provi- 
dence, let us carefully mend our own conduct, and when 
we are expoſtulating with the Deity, think of theſe admi- 
rable and excellent verſes of Cleantnes. td 


Parent of nature, maſter of the world, . 
Where'er thy providence directs, behold 


82 
poſal, and can ſupply us in every condition. He. 
is from everlaſting to everlaſting, and his Righte- 
_ ouſneſs extends to children's children, and his Faith- 
fulneſs to all generations, Therefore, God's peo— 
ple have no reaſon to be diſmayed, ſo long as 
their minds are ſtayed on him, for the hand of 
the Lord is not ſhortened, nor is his power and 
goodneſs in the leaſt diminiſked; but when 


ever they are involved in any great calamity, | 


or grievouſly oppreſſed with any ſore afflic- 
tion, if they will patiently refign themſelves 
to God, and, without murmuring, quietly wait 
the iſſue and event of things, God will ſpeak 
peace to their afflicted ſouls, and revive their 
ſorrowful hearts, with the light of his counte- 
' nance, and with the joy of his propitious pre- 
ſence. So that when we have paſſed the waves 
and ſtorms of this tempeſtuous world, and have 
fought the good fight of faith, we ſhall obtain the 
 fatvation of our ſouls, and be crowned with joy 
and gladneſs in the day of the Lord Feſus. Then 
will a!l his obedient ſervants; be eternally fixed 
in manſions of unmixed pleaſure, and fo placed 
under the divine care and protecttion, that no 
evils can approach to hurt them, or any thing 


of an unquiet, or injurious nature, come near to 
$2 turb the peaceable inhabitants of thoſe ſerene 


regions. There only. the truly reſigned foul 
ſhull reign in triumph; and real righteouſneſs 
will be displ ayed in full glory, and unchange- 


able 85 


My fteps with chearful reſignation turn 
Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on, 
W y ſhould I grieve, when grieving I mult bear, 
Oc take with guilt what guiltleſs I might ſhare, _ 


See Reflections on exile. 4 


[83] 
able beauty. I call now cloſe this plain diſcourſ 
with a pious and excellent collect of our church 


O Almighty God, who alone can'ſt order 
the unruly wills and affections of ſinful men; 
grant unto thy people, that they may love the 
thing which thou commandeſt, and deſire that 
which thou doſt promiſe: that ſo among the 
ſundry, and manifold changes of the world, our 
hearts may ſurely there be fixed, where true 
joys are to be found, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 


Now. the God of peace, that brought again from 
| the dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the great Shep- 
Herd. ef the ſheep, through the blood of the ever- 


laſting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
- work to do his will; working in you that which 


7s Well pleajing in 25 fight, through Feſus Chriſt, 


our Lord to Whom 7 be gory for ever and ever, Amen. 


** To whatever part of this diſcourſe, 1 ſpeak of the 
Holy Spirit's. aſſiſtance, I mean a power which operates 
with our rational faculties, and brings the mind with free- 
dom, to the exerciſe of love, and univerſal benevolence: 

things, God-like in their nature, and unchangeable in 

their obligation. Or whatever mention is made of faith, 1 
do not mean, a blind implicit belief, or a number of airy 
notions in the head, that have no tendency to promote 
goodneſs, but, by en, I underſtand a principle ſeated in 
the heart, g ounded on ſuffidient reaſon, ſupported by the 
weight of its authority, and which is productive of every 
moral and religious duty. For the great harmony of the 
world confiſts in the juſt ſukordination of the ſeveral ranks - 
of beings, to one another, and of all to the tupreme director, 


who has appointed them. 
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SO AS A. fe. Ae b. eg. RE READS 
Devout Ejaculatiuns and Prayers. 

CUR help cometh from tice, O Lord, who mad 
Heaven and Earth. 

| Comfort the fouls of thy ſervants, for unto thee; 

O Lord, ds we lift up our fouls. _ 

In thee ds we put our iruft all the day lng. let 


ue not be conſounded. Gracius is the Lord, and 


Righteous: yea, our God is merciful. 
Turn again then unto thy rift, O my foul for 
5 the Lord hath rewarded the. | 
I found Trouble and Heavineſs, and I called upon 
AI the name of the Lord; 0 Lord, T beſeech thee de- 
liver my foul, 
The righteous Cry, and the Lord beareth them, - 
and ſaveth them out of ail their Troubles, Bleſſed 
are the pcople, whoſe God ts the Lord Fehovab, 
and bleſſed are the fol that he hath choſen to him- 
JA, to be his mheritance, © 
e Lord is my Strength, and my Shield, my 
Heart hath truſted in bim, and I am helped. 
Lill be glad and rejoice in thy mercy, ſor thou Lord 
| haſt conſidered my Trouble, and known my ſoul in 
 Adverſities. My foul ſhall make her Baſt in the 
Lord; the humble ſhall hear thercef, and be glad. 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
| leart, and faveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit, 
Fer the high and lofty One that inhabits eter- 
nity, whoſe name is Hely, who dwells in the high 
and holy place, does not diſddain to dwell with him 


that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive 


the ſpirit of the humble, and relieve the Hearts of 55 
b. ſorrowful One. 


4 Pram 35 


= 2 EY 
4 Prayer for Contentment and Reſignation. 
ORD, root out of my ſoul all that ori- 
ginal Corruption, which is the fountain 
of all evil, cleanſe by thy holy ſpirit, that im- 
pure heart from whence all wicked thoughts 
and evil deſires proceed, learn me in whatever 
ſtate I am, therewith to be content; let me 
envy no one his gifts, or poſſeſſions, keep me 
from a worldly, and covetous heart, Let me 
remember, that godlineſs with contentment, is 
great gain, and that it is my duty to be ſatiſ- 
fied, if I have only food and raiment; and 
even though I ſhould ſometimes want theſe, 
ſuffer me not, O God, to murmur againſt thy 


providence, or attempt to procure them, oy 


unlawful means, but patiently to wait on thee. 
in humble, and conſtant prayer; and thus do 
thou, moſt gracious God, write all thy laws 
in my heart, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, "OF 


bleſſed Saviour. Amen, 5 


A Prayer for due Profieretione to de, and be al- 
ways in Readineſs for Death and eternity. 


ORD, what is our life but a vapour, that 
appears for a little time, and then ya- 
niſheth away, even at the longeſt how ſhort, 
and at the ſtrongeſt how frail; and when we 
think ourſelves moſt ſecure, we know not 
what a day may bring forth, nor how ſoon 
thou mayeſt come, to call us to an account, 
Quickly, we ſhall be as water ſpilt on the Ground 
which cannot be gathered up again, Quick. 
ly ſnatched | away from hence, and our place here 
F 3 ſhall 


[ 86 1 
ſhall know us no more. Time itſelf is upon 
the wing, and our days fly away one after 
another and we know not how near, our laſt moment 
may be, when our bodies ſhall be laid in the 
grave and our ſouls appear before God's aw- _ 
ful tribunal, to receive the final ſentence of 
eternal bliſs, or everlaſting woe, Deareſt Fa- 
ther forgive us our manifold trangreſſions, and 
| ſuffer them not to riſe in judgment againſt | 
us, but remember thy tender mercies and thy 
loving kindneſſes, which have been ever of 
old. 0 remember how ſhort my time is, and 
ſpare me a little, that I may recover my ſtrength, 
before 1 go hence, and be no more ſeen, Make 
me ſo wiſe as to underſtand and conſider my 
latter end, and teach me ſo to number my days, 
that I may apply my heart to divine and heavenly 
wiſdom. Lord what have J to do in this world, 
but to prepare and make ready for the next? in. 
the days of health, and peace, of eaſe, and proſ- 
perity, may I never forget to provide, for the 
time of forrow, trouble — adverſity, for the 
time of ſickneſs and death, when this world's en- 
joyments will wither away, and be utterly unable 
to ſupport and help me. Inftru& me, gracious 
Lord, in this difficult taſk, and aſſiſt me in this 
moſt intereſting affair, of making timely prepa- 
ration for my dying hour, that I may not then be 
ſurprized or terrihed, but may meet it with 
courage and comfort. O merciful. God ſhew 
me how to do it, quicken in me a ſerious 
concern, about this momentous work, teat 


me — how to AE mW aug help 


5 | 
me devoutly and ſucceſsſully to ene it, that I 
maybe fitted for heaven, before I leave this earth, and 
Kinds peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, before I depart hence, and enter into that 
bleſſed ſtate, where I muſt live for ever. Lord 
make me ready to meet thee at thy coming, and 
long for that bleſſed, and happy time, when thou 
wilt put an end to all my troubles, and uneaſi- 
neſſes, diſappointments and croſſes, and ex- 
change my preſent being here, for an habitation _ 
with thee in bliſs and glory hereafter. Help me 
O my ſtrength, ſo to live, that when I come 
to die, I may ſo have lived, as to be ready 
for death, that in my laſt awful moments, I may 
have nothing to fear, but chearfully to reſign 
myſelf to God, and to the will of my heaven- 
ly Father; that I may be mercifully admitted into 
5 Bis favour; and graciouſly received into God's 
kingdom, for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, our bleſſed | 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. Eo 


A prayer . Perſeverance and grace to rs. 70 
the End, and enable us fo ws anc eternal „ 
d Happineſs. 

TERN AL God, with whom i 18 everlaſting 
ſtrength, and before whom all things 
muſt bow and obey, keep us, we pray thee, 
= from falling and enable us to perform whatſo- 
== © ver thou requireſt, and to perſevere and im- 
3 re in every chriſtian grace, in all the ſacred 
duties of holy living, Lord thou knoweſt how 
mutable and wavering I am, how inclinable 
and fearfully prone to evil, notwithſtanding thou 
affordeſt me the means of ſalvation, and haſt 
F 4 een 


I 


os 4B 38 J 
ſhew me the way to ha, and the path, 
that leads to eternal bliſs. Thou who art an 
inexhauſiible ſource of love, and the fountaig 
of all our comforts and enjoyments, take pity 
on me a ſinful creature, and have 8 ion 
on my manifold infirmities; ſtrengthen my. 
inward man with thy grace, and regulate, all 
the powers of my ſoul, that I may be ever 
ſubject to thy will, and obedient to all thy 
commands; and therefore, 1 humbly intreat - 
thee, O bleſſed God, who keepeſt the feet of 
thy ſaints, and haſt put thy. 8 into my heart, 
to preſerve me from the danger of apoftacy, 
that being influenced by thy divine care, * 
the dread of offending thy infinite Majeſty, I 
may never ſwerve from thy holy laws, nor 
pervert thy divine and equitable precepts, but 
by wiſely improving the preſent time, and the 
few remaining hours of life, I may avoid 
the over whelming terrors of death, and be pre- 
pared for that awful event, and an entrance 


wonderfully manifeſted thy ſtrength, and kindly 

appeared in behalf of thy people, and mightily 
exerted thy arm in their favour, ſo I pray thee 
to employ it to my ſecurity, to the honour and 
glory of thy adorable name, and to the pre- 
ſervation and protection of my immortal ſoul. 

Leave me not, O God, nor forſake me, but 
chou who art the Rock of ages, hold thou me 
up, and I ſhall be ſafe, and never fall into 
any of thoſe temptations which are laid by 
this enſnaring world, or the moſt ſubtle == 
ceirer of mankind, to bring me to e 


into a joy ful and happy . Lord as thou haſt 85 


3 [ 99 J 3 
ble ruin, and to everlaſting deſtruction. Lon | 
eſtabliſh me with thy free ſpirit, and endue me 
with ſuch a temper of mind, ſuch an heavenly 
diſpoſition of ſoul, as will cauſe me to admire 
thy love, and ſo ſatisfy me of thy benevolent - 


, purpoſes, that I may never reſiſt thy merciful 1 


deſigns, nor abuſe thoſe gracious means, which 
W haſt moſt lovingly appointed, for deliver- 
ing me from the dominion of ſin, and quali- 
fying me for an habitation in glory. Keep 
me by thy power unto ſalvation, and make 
me faithful unto death, that I may obtain the 
crown of life, and at the end of this perilous 
Nate, may receive the final completion of my de- 
ſires, and the conſummation of all my hopes, and 
"that happy concluſion of my faith, and the 
end of all my forrows, through Chriſt Jeſus, 
my glorified Head and for ever bleſſed Redeemer, 
Auen. 


f prayer for = the - ht n God, 
LMIGHTY God, who art the only ſu- 
preme happineſs of the ſoul of man, 


Iithewr the enjoyment of whom, ſhe muſt. : i 


ever dwell in diſquietude and trouble; fix all 
the thoughts os, affections of my ſoul upon 
thee, who alone canſt ſatisfy all her deſires, 
and give her a peace that paſſech all under⸗ 
ſtanding. I have ſufficiently experienced the 
incapacity of all earthly enjoyments: to make 
me happy, and the defires of my foul after 


them return back into my breaſt, err oa and 


diſſatisfied, at thoſe many diſappointments they 
_ haye met with, and are ſtill craving — 
heyond 


[99] 

beyond the pleaſures of this life, to fill my 
appetites with perfect ſatisfaction. Nothing | 
but God, and the enjoyment of him, is able- 


to do this: Let my thoughts, my deſires, and 


all the affections of my ſoul, meet with un- 

ſpeakable ſatisfaction in him, who is the only 
author and fountain of happineſs, let them 
ſoar above the empty, and ſordid pleaſures of 
this world, and wing my ſoul in its flight up- 


wards, to that perfect ſtate of bliſs, where 


thou ſhalt communicate thyſelf to her, in ſuch 
meaſures of thy ſpirit, that ſhe ſhall have no- 
thing more to deſire; nothing to diſappoint her 
appetites; nothing to make her uneaſy ; but 


chou ſhalt be all in all, and the ſight of thee | 


and thy glory, be her great and endleſ happi- | 
nels to all eternity, Auen. 5 ” 


4 ! projer to enable us to place all our 7 ruſt and ; 
OO » #mmoveable Confidence in God, 
E humbly beſeech thee, O Father, 
mercifully to look upon our infirmi- 
ties, and for the glory oſ thy name, turn from 


us all thoſe evils that we moſt righteouſly have 


| deſerved; and grant that in all our troubles, 
we may put our whole truſt and confidence in 
thy mercy, and never place our affections on 
the world, nor build our hopes on any of its 


uncertain enjoyments but that we may en- 


deavour to ſtrengthen our faith, and evermore 
| ſerve thee in holineſs and pureneſs of living, 
to thy honour and glory, through our only 
Mediator and ern Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | | 


—4 Proje 


[9] 


4 Erne to remove the Evils we 5 55 and to 
prevent thoſe we fear. 


God, merciful Father, that diſpiſeth not 
the figbing of a contrite heart, nor the 


defires of ſuch as be ſorrowful, mercifully aſ- 
fiſt our prayers that we make before thee, in 
all our troubles and adverſities, whenſoever 


they oppreſs us, and graciouſly hear us, that 


thoſe evils, which the craft and ſubtlety of the 
devil, or man worketh againſt us, may be 


brought to nought, and by the providence of 


thy goodneſs they may be diſperſed; that we 
thy ſervants being hurt by no perſecutions, 
may evermore give thanks unto thee in thy 
holy Church, . N Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. . 


4 Prayer for Grace 70 bh us, to place all our 
Paſſions under the Power of Reaſon, that we 
may in all Conditions, mtirely Submit fo the 4. 


vine Direction. 
LMIGHTV God, in N hands are the 


knoweſt what we are, and remembreſt whereof 


we are. made, and how apt we are to forget 
it. Let thy goodneſs help our infirmities, and _ 


make us 80 maſters of our paſſions, that the 
ſevereſt diſpenſations of thy providence, may 
never be uneaſy to us, nor any provocations 
from men 1 us to rage, or impatience, but 


\ 


: hearts of men, and from whom cometh _ 
every good and perfect gift, in mercy look 

down upon us, who of ourſelves cannot do 
any thing that is good without thee, thou 


amidſt 
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[92] 
amidſt the many ſevere trials we meet with, 
teach us to preſerve a calm and eaſy temper, a 
ſpirit ſerene and gentle, and ready to be in- 
treated. Root out of our hearts that pride and 
vanity which cleaves ſo cloſe to our depraved 
— and give us ſuch a meek, and quiet 
| 1 as will be of great price in the fi ght of 
thee our God, and render us uſeful and ©. ene 
able to good men, Give us, gracious Lord, ſuch 
ſenſe of thy wiſdom, and of our own folly as will 
make us think thoſe circumſtances beſt, that 
thou has appointed for us, and the worſt con- 
dition we can be in, much better than we de- 
ſerve; that being entirely reſigned to thy will 
we may be content in whatſoever ſtate thou 


art pleaſed to place us in. Finally, we beſeech - 


_ thee, not to ſuffer the temptations of intempe- 
rance to overcome us, nor our vicious appe- 
tites to enſnare us. But do thou, Lord, teach 
us ſobriety and moderation, and ſo afſiſt us 
with thy holy Spirit, that amidſt all the allure- 


ments to riot and exceſs, we may preſerve our 


bodies pure and undefiled temples of the holy 
Spirit for the fake of our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer. Amen. . 
„„ Prawy for Par of Mind, 
_ O GOD, from whom all holy deſires, all 
good counſels, and all juſt works do 
proceed, give unto thy Wee that peace 
which the world cannot give, that both our 
hearts may be fet to obey thy commandments, 
and alſo that by thee we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may paſs our time in 
reſt and quietneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


er. Amen. 


T1. 


A Proyer for divine Grace to PI * our feeble 
Powers, to render our Services acceptable 0 
God, and our ſelues approved in his Sight, _ 

FO GOD, the firength of all them that put 

\ Y their cruſt | in thee, mercifully accept our 

prayers, and becauſe through the weakneſs of 
our mortal natures, we can do no good thing 
without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, 

that in keeping thy commandment, we may 
pleaſe thee, * Jeſus Chriſt « our Lord. : 


Amen. 


” FIRES . Grace: i» e the Aſaults of 4 
the Devil, and to overcome the e and 
oh atal allurements of the world. N 
LORD, we beſeech thee, give us grace 
to withſtand the temptations of the world, ' 
the fleſh, and. the devil, and with pure hearts 


: and minds to follow thee, the only God, ene 1 
5 Jus? Chrift our Lord. Amen, 


4A general Confeſſion of Sin. 3 
LMIGHTY God, father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, maker of all things, judge of all 
men. We do acknowledge and deſire inwardly to 
bewail our manifold ſins, and wickedneſses, which 
we from time to time moſt grievoully have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, a- 
gainſt thy divine Majeſty; provoking moſt 
juſtly thy wrath, and indignation againſt us. 
We do ſincerely repent, and deſire to be heart- 
ily ſorry for theſe our miſ-doings, that che re- 
membrance of them, may be grievous unto 
us, 
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us, for vhs burden of them is intoletable- Hate 
mercy upon us, moſt merciful Father, for 
thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, forgive 
us all that is paſt, and grant that we may ever 
hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in newneſs of 
life, to the honour and glory of thy ne 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
4 hes tat for Pardon of Sin, and to obtain the 
+3. -* davIme Forgiveneſs. Wo 
C Lord we beſeech thee, mercifully to o hear 

our prayers, and ſpare all thoſe who 
_ confeſs their {ins unto thee, that they whoſe 
conſciences by ſin are accuſed, by thy merciful 
pardon may be be abſolved, through Jeſus | Chriſt 
dur Lord. Amen. | 


3 A Morning Prayer fe jor a Family. ; 
Oo LORD God, that heareſt prayers, and 
J art nigh to all them that call upon thee 
in faith, having thine eye continually upon a 
world of creatures, that depend intirely upon 
thee. As we are moved by our own neceſh- 
ties, ſo we are encouraged by daily experience 
of thy mercy, to ſhelter ourſelves under the 
ſhadow of thy. wings, and to continue our ſup- 
plications at thy awful throne. And we beg 
of thee, who faſhioneſt all the hearts of the 
ſons of men, that thou wilt prepare our ſouls 
to come into thy preſence, to call upon thy 
bleſſed name in a due and acceptable manner. 
Pour down upon us the quickening energy of 
thy grace, and let thy good ſpirit help our in- 
firmities, and teach us to aſk ſuch things as 
are moſt agreeable to thy will, and moſt ad- 
© vantageous tO our precious and immortal ſouls. 


We 


«8 


We who have taken upon us, to addreſs the 


| ſovereign Majeſty of heaven and earth, are but 


ſinful duſt and aſhes, who have but too juſt 


cauſe to be afraid, leſt our manifold ſins ſhould 


provoke thee to hide thy face from us, to ſhut 


up thy loving kindneſs in diſpleaſure, and to 


diſplay thy indignation againſt us. For we have 


done fooliſhly and wickedly, in not hearken- 


ing to the calls of thy word, nor obeying the 


motions of thy bleſſed Spirit. Our iniquities 
are increaſed over our heads, and our fins are 


become a heavy burden, too grievous and too 
weighty for us to bear; they are infinite in 
number, and ſhouldeſt thou, O Lord, enter into 
ſtrict judgement with us, we could not anſwer 

thee one of a thouſand ; but we muſt lay our 

hands upon our mouths, and acknowledge our 
ſelves guilty criminals; and that all our depend- 


ance is upon thee and thy mercy,and wecan plead 


nothing in our own behalf. Be merciful gra- 
| ciousLord, tous miſerably perverſe ſinners for his 
ſake whom thou haſt exalted to be a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance to thy people, and 
forgiveneſs of their ſins. Be merciful to us 
we meekly pray thee, and heal our ſouls that 


| have grievoully ſinned againſt thee; forgive our 


| backſlidings, and able us to renew our re- 


pentance, to eſtabliſh our goings in thy holy 
ways, that we may not be ſo wavering, and 


ſo inclinable to turn from our Duty, after thou 
in mercy haſt ſpoken peace to our fouls, but 


that we may go on conquering, and to con- 
quer, till all the enemies of our ſalvation, fhall 


be intirely ſubdued under our feet. Thou, O 


God 


\ _ * 
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God of all grace, bring ſuch thoughts to our 


5 minds, and fix ſuch conſiderations, ſo power- 


fully in our hearts, as thou knoweſt moſt ef- 
fectual, to prevail with us to do thy will, and. 
keep us in the performance of our duty, till 
thou ſhalt receive us into the bleſſed kingdom 
of thy glory. And in the mean time, ſanctify 


E all. 45 dealings to us, and bleſs us in all our 


undertakings, make us humble in a high ſtate, 


and contented in a low one, and duly careful 


of our ſouls in all; following after ſuch things 
now, as will bring us true peace and comfort 
at the laſt. Diſpoſe of us we beſeech thee, 


A our God, and all that concerns us this day, to 


the glory of thy name. Keep us at all times, 
and in all places, and all companies, from the 
evil of ſin, and from all other evils, to which 


dur fins expoſe us. And take thou gracious 


Father, the guidance and goverment of us, 


and ſo lead us here in all our ways with thy 


counſel, that hereafter thou mayeſt receive us 
in thy glory, through thy tender mercy, and 
our Saviour's abundant love, in whoſe: own. 
words, we beg all things needful for ourſelves 
and others. Our Fatber, &c. 


An Evening Prayer fer a 8 | 
ORD, the great and glorious God, infi- 
4 nite in power, Wiſdom, and goodneſs, the 
maker and preſerver, the ruler and diſpoſer of 
us, and of all the world, thou haſt created all 
things by thy almighty hand, and ordered all 
that thou haſt made, by thy wiſe and righteous 
N 1 and thy mercy is everlaſting, and 


_ over 


8 * 


ha] 


over all thy Works. Who is able to —_ | 


or to conceive, . the exceeding riches of that 


Pig and goodneſs, which thou, Lord, doſt 


lentifully- beſtow upon ſinful creatures, who 
deſerve nothing from thee. but to be ſeverely 
puniſhed by "4.4 Lord we have taſted this T 


of thy mercy, and lived altogether upon thy Fa- 
| 14 Care, and bounty; but 900 icht 
all the repeated pledges of thy favour, we have 
greatly and manifeſtly. abuſed thy loving kind- - 
neſs. What unſuitable returns have we made _} 
— thy unſpeakable mercies, and the 1 innume- 
rable bleſſings which thou haſt favoured us with 
and does whe liberally heap upon us. We are ſoa- 


mazed at, the, multitude of our offences, that 
we have committed, againſt | the light of thy 


' glorious goſpel, and the inward motions of thy 
holy ſpirit, againſt all that patience, and long for- 


bearance which thou, Lord, haſt graciouſly exerciſ- 


ed towards us, againſt the many methods and 
various ways and means, thou in great mercy 


haſt made uſe of, from time to time, in order to 


reclaim us, and to turn us from our iniquitous 


courſes. Lord, our provocations are ſo exceeding 
great, that we are afraid of thy heavy diſpleaſure, 


and that the day of thy patience is at an end: that 
thou wilt give us no more of the grace, which we 
have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, no, more of that 


bleſſed ſpirir, whom we have ſo frequently re- 
ſifted. Lord, we ſhould have nothing to ex- 


pect from thee, but judgment, were we not 
aſſured, that thy mercy rejoices, over judgment, 


and that thou delighteſt not in the death of 


ſinners, but rather that they ſhould turn to 


thee and live. Therefore thou leaveſt us theſe, 


-» 
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God of all grace, bring ſuch Wenne + to our 
minds, and fix ſuch conſiderations, ſo powers 

fully in our hearts, as thou knoweſt moſt ef- 
fectual, to prevail with us to do thy will, and 
| keep us in the performance of our duty, till 
thou ſhalt receive us into the bleſſed kingdom 
of thy glory. And in the mean time, ſanctify 
all. thy dealings to us, and bleſs us in all our 
undertakings, make us humble in a high ſtate, 
and contented in a low one, and duly careful 
of our ſouls in all; following after ſuch things 


now, as will bring us true peace and comfort 


at the laſt. Diſpoſe of us we beſeech thee, 


our God, and all that concerns us this day, to 


the glory of thy name. Keep us at all times, 
and in all places, and all companies, from the 
evil of ſin, and from all other evils, to which 
our fins expoſe us. And take thou gracious 
Father, the guidance and goverment of us, 
and ſo lead us here in all our ways with thy 
counſel, that hereafter thou mayeſt receive us 
in thy glory, through thy tender mercy, and 
our Saviour's abundant love, in whoſe own 
words, we beg all things needful for ourſelves 

and others. Our Father, „ N 


4s Evening Prayer fer a : family. 
ORD, the great and glorious God, infi- 
nite in power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, the 


maker and preſerver, the ruler and diſpoſer of 
us, and of all the world, thou haſt created all 
things by thy almighty hand, and ordered all 
that thou haſt made, by thy wiſe and righteous 
| n and thy mercy is everlaſting, and 


Over 


191 
over all thy Works. Who is able to expreſs, 
or to conceive, the exceeding riches of that 

race, and goodneſs, which thou, Lord, doſt 
0 plentifully beſtow upon ſinful creatures, who 
deſerve nothing from thee. but to be ſeverely 


puniſhed by thee. Lord we have taſted this day 
of thy mercy, and lived altogether upon thy Fa- 


therly Care, and bounty; but notwithſtanding 
all A repeated pledges of thy favour, we have 


greatly and manifeſtly abuſed thy loving kind- 
neſs. What unſuitable returns have we made 
for thy unſpeakable mercies, and the innume 
rable bleſſings which thou haſt favoured us with 
and does moſt liberally heap upon us. We are ſoa- 
mazed at the multitude of our offences, that 
| we have committed, againſt the light of thy 


glorious goſpel, and the inward motions of thy 


Holy ſpirit, againſt all that patience, and long for- 

bearance which thou, Lord, haſt graciouſly exerciſ- 
| ed towards us, againſt the many methods and 
various ways and means, thou in great mercy 
haſt made uſe of, from time to time, in order to 


reclaim us, and to turn us from our iniquitous 
courſes. Lord, our provocations are ſo exceeding 


great, that we are afraid of thy heavy diſpleaſure, 
and that the day of thy patience is at an end: that 
thou wilt give us no more of the grace, which we 


have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, no more of that 


bleſſed ſpirit, whom we have fo frequently re- 
ſifted, Lord, we ſhould have nothing to ex- 
pect from thee, but Judgment, were we not 


aſſured, that thy mercy rejoices over judgment, 
and that thou delighteſt not in the death of 
ſinners, but rather that they ſhould turn to 
thee and live. Therefore thou leaveſt us theſe 
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opportunities to appear before thee, to plead 
with our God, for the welfare of our immor- 


tal ſouls, that have reproachfully ſinned againſt 


thee and grievouſſy violated thy righteous, com- 
mands. And what have we to plead, bleſſed 
Lord, but thy gracious goodneſs, and merciful 
Intentions, to ſave returning penitents, and to 


make them partakers of thy glory. Thou 


haſt ſent thy only fon, to be our almighty Sa- 
viour: and he that did no ſin, was manifeſted 
to take away our ſins. For his ſake be pleaſed 
to -_ and forgive us our numberleſs tranſ= 
greſſions. TurnLord away thy wrath from us, and 
graciouſty receive us into thy favour and comfort 
with a well grounded aſſurance of thy clemency, 
that our many grievous and heinous tranſgreſſions 
being blotted out, we may quietly and;joyfullyreſt 
in hope. And becauſe ſuch is the frailty of our 
nature,that without thy efficacious grace we cannot 
do any thing that is 1 we meekly be- 
ſeech thee to help us Lord, with ys bleſ- 
ſed ſpirit, and ſo to frengthen our inward 
man, that we may be fortified againſt all 
temptations and be diligent and be faithful 


In thy ſervice. Be pleaſed, O merciful God, to ma- 


nifeſt thyſelf to our ſouls, and to make ſuch bright 
diſcoveries of thy will as will give us,aright know- 
Hedge of thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
_ thou haſt ſent to ſave us from wrath and 
the miſeries of eternal death. Give us bleſſed 
and for ever adorable Lord, ſuch a power from 
above, as will enable us to diſcharge our duty 
acceptably, and act according to that degree of 
light, which thou haſt graciouſly imparted to us, 
1 we may no longer hold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
3,b ut mo w alk as children of Kine ht and & the 
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Ms; may not only be almoſt, but altogether ſuch 


as Sore wouldſt, have us to be, then ſhall we 


| have cauſe to give thee praiſe and honour and 
glory to all eternity. Which thing we not only 
intreat for ourſelves, but for all who are parta- 
kers with us, of the ſame common nature, eſpecial- 


ly for thy whole church, whereſoever diſperſed, 


or diſtreſſed over the face of the earth; for our 


ſovereign Lord King GEORGE, and all the Roy- 


al Family; for our rulers and counſellors, for all 
our miniſters, and teachers, for our relations 1 
and neighbours, our friends and benefactors, for 
thy afflicted ſervants, at whatever diſtance or what- 
ſoever their trials; or troubles may be. Supply 
all their wants, and fulfil all their defires, in 
ſuch a manner, as 1s moſt agreeable to thy hea- 
venly wiſdom, and to thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Thou Lord art the great peſerver of men, who. 
haſt bleſſed us this Day and provided for us all 


our days; make us thoroughly ſenſible of thy 


goodneſs, which we have ſo bountifully and fo 
long experienced. Make us mindful of our in- 
eſtimable obligations, and how greatly we are 


indebted to thee. Take care of us, O Lord, and 
be good to us this night; give us comforta- 
ble repoſe on our beds, and everlaſting reſt in our 
ſouls; and be thou our God and guide, our hope 


and help, our Joy and comfort, and all in all, to 


us this night, and for evermore. Amen. 
A General Thanſgiving 


humble and hearty thanks, for all thy 
.  good- 


 LMIGHTY God, father of all mercies, we 
thine unworthy ſervants, do give thee 


2 100 I. | 
goodneſs and loving "kindneſs to us and to all 
mien. We bleſs thee for our creation, preſer- 
vation, and all the bleſſings of this life, but 
above all for thine ineſtimable love in the redemp- 
tion of the world, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And we beſeech thee, to give us ak due 
ſenſe of all thy mereies, that our hearts may 

be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may ſhew 


YZ forth thy praiſe, not only with our lips but : 


in our lives, by giving up our ſelves to thy 
ſervice, and by walking before thee in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs all our days, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; to whom with thee and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and Sa. world 
| "Wu end. Amen. = 


4 Pegs for Ancere Contrition. 
IMICHI W and everlaſting God, who 
hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, and 
Jofl forgive the fins of all them that are pe- 
nitent, create and make in us new. and con- 
trite hearts; that we worthily lamenting our 
fins, and acknowledging our wretchednels, 
may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, 


perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs, through Jeſus 
Crit our Lord. | Amen, 


A prayer for And dae 
ALMIGHTY Lord and everlaſting God 
5 vouchſafe we humbly beſeech thee to di- 

rect, ſanctify and govern, both our hearts and 
bodies, in the ways of thy laws, and in the 

works of thy commandments, that through 


my 


Co} 


- thy moſt * mighty protection, both here and 


ever, we may be preſerved both in body and ſoul, 


through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 
2 Prayer very proper to be uſed at the concluſ ion 8 


either morning or evening prayer. 


Son? s name, we meekly beſeech thee, mercifully 
to incline thine ears to us, that have made now 


our prayers, and ſupplications, unto thee; and 
grant that thoſe things which we have faithfully 


| aſked, according to thy will, may effectually be 
obtained to the relief of our neceſſities, and to 


the ſetting forth thy glory, — Jeſus Chriſt : 


our Lord. Amen, 


THE grace of our Lord 3 Chriſt, and 
the love of God and the fellowſhip of the Holy 


_ Ghoſt, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
£5 | Poems and hymns on various 8 ubjefts. 


The egregious Vani 'ty of relyin gon the Creature, or 


of ſeeking for help, in any other Being, beſidet 


God our 2 2550 and 01 our all ſaſicient Saviour. 
I Y ſpirit oks to God alone. 
| My rock and refuge is his throne; 


In all my fears, in all my ſtraits, 
My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. 


2 Truſt him ye ſaints in all your ways, 
Pour out your heats before his face ; 
When helpers fail and foes invade, 
God 1s our all- ſufficient aid. 


% 


LMIGHTY God, who haſt promiſed = 
to hear the petitions of them that aſk in thy 


"ts 


3 Falſe are we men of high degree 
The baſer ſort are vanity; 

Laid in the balance both appear, 
Light as a puff of e atk. * 


4 Make not e g gold your truſt, 

Nor ſet your hearts on glitt'ring duſt; 
Why will you graſp the fleeting ſmokey 
And not believe what God had ſpoke, 3 


5 Once has his 70 0 voice «loch? d, 
Once and again my ears have heard; 
Alt pow'r is his eternal due, 

He mult be fear'd, and truſted too. 


6 For ſov'reign power reigns not alone, 

Grace is a partner in the throne; 
Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lord. 
Shall well divide our laſt reward. Dr. Watts. 


An 5 not only on the fmners riſing » from the 
Grave, and being overwhelmed with the Ter- 
rors of Guilt on his Appearance before God's, 
Throne, at the tremendous Bar of infinite juſtice; ; 

but alfo on the efficacious Tears of repentance, _ 
and the comforts that reſult from our redeem- 
er's Sufferings, who died to ſecure the divine 
Pardon, and render Repentance an acceptable 


Sacr: . to God. 


x 'HEN cifog from the bed of death, 
O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear ; 
I ſee my maker face to face, | 
O how ſhall I appear. 


2 If yet while Pardon may be found, 
And mercy may be ſought, 
My heart with inward horror ſhrinks, - 
And trembles at the thought. 


3 When thou O Lord ſhalt ſtand dilclos' d, 
In majeſty levers; 
And fit in judgement on my ſoul, 
O ww lr I appear, — 
4 But 
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8 But thou haſt told 85 bit 4 mind, "OM nt Pe x 
/ Who does her fins lament; | T 


The timely tribute of her tears, 
Shall endleſs woe prevent. 


© Then ſee the ſorrows of my heart, n 
E' er yet it be too late; Ih 
And hear my Saviour's dying groans, 
To give thoſe lorraws weight. 


6 For 1 never ſhall my foul deſpair, 

Her pardon to procure; _ 
1 Who knous thy only Son has dy'd, 
2 8 10 make her pardon ſure. 


N SpeQtator vol vil. | 


Gedi 7s e geable i in his nature, and his Power 
19 all Sufficient, and unſearchabl in iti , 4 


. 5 


HAT! is our God, or. hae s his name, 
Nor men can learn, nor angels teach, 
. He dwells conceal'd in radiant flame, 
Where neither eyes nor thoughts can reach, 


1 


2 The ſpacious worlds of heav nly light, 
Compar'd with him bow ſhort they fall; 
T hey are too dark and he too bright, 
„Nothing are they and God is all. 


3 He ſpoke the wond' rous word, and lo, 
Creation roſe at his command; 

Whirlwinds and ſeas their limits ow, 
Bound! in the hollow of his hand. 


4 There reſts the earth, there roll the ſpheres, = 1 
There nature leans and feels her prop; 1 

But his own all- ſufficience bears, 1 ; Fl 
The weight of his own glory up. g 


5 The tide of creatures ebbs and flows, 
Meaſuring their changes by the moon; | 
No ebb his 163 of glory knows, q 
His age is one eternal noon. | | 
6 Then 


II xd the ſtrong foundation$lie, 


The caſtle braves the erm 
Thus fix d on faith 8 unfailing rock, 


2 Let me endure a While; TEEN BE + 
Misfortune's rude 3 impetuous be, n 
f And 3 in 115 toil. e 9 
wk. 7 "3 33 8 


* 40 "Mb cannot always _ 
Although it ſhould remainz . 
$- Yet I each painful moment ne 
A better world togain. © 

- W kind calamitiesne more ſhall wound, 

Nor faithleſs friends deſtroy; _ 3 

Where innocence and truth are d cfowned G 
'# — never f 28 


2 4 Tumultuob An and ceftleſs nights. 
e guilty ever knowsz 
| WK ſtranger to the calm delights, SIE TRIE © 
17 ²˙·¹-.̃ u-g 
Keep me from envy, care and ſtrife, 
Guard me ye powers divine; 


And pleas'd when ye demand my 112 88 
1 2 that life _— 3: e 3 8 


F . 


0 "7h T 9 Dy frog an endleſs dean T's 8 
The Tofty tune: 6. {18 Michael raiſegi... 0  _. 
Al naturgdwells upon the ſound, ; fo 7 ng 
But we canne er fulfil thy praiſes, >, Pr. Wats . 5 
Lure Bun. M be words 'by'a 22 
2 N nit den let my N * 
AA diſappointments FrieVe,.* * 
Can flowipg tears my fate . - 
Or bghs my woes relieve, rat 
- Adverſity is virtue's ſchooll. 
. 1 thoſethit right diſcern ; CLE 
1 Let me obferve each painful rule 
E on Up 
r And each hard leſſon tearn, 
9 When winter's ad obſcurè the 2 
2 I eee the earth deform ; 6 
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